
 

 
 
 
 

Lurie Children’s Spina Bifida Team 
 

Spina Bifida Coordinator  
Roseann Greene, RN  
312-227-4883  
Fax: 312-227-9679   
 

 
Roseann Greene  
 

The Spina Bifida Coordinator is in charge of coordinating the medical care for children and families 
with spina bifida.  Roseann can answer questions about your child’s medical condition, spina bifida 
clinic, and nursing questions to name a few. If you are not sure who to call about a question regarding 
your’s child’s medical care, the coordinator can help assist you.     
 
Spina Bifida Liaison   
Tanga McGee  
312-227-5340   
Fax: 312-227-9679   

 
Tanga McGee  
 

The Spina Bifida Liaison’s role is to coordinate the multidisciplinary Spina Bifida Center in order to 
assure that patients necessary follow up appointments and testing are scheduled.  The Liaison 
assists with clinic flow and troubleshoots any concerns that rise in clinic.  The Liaison helps 
communicate patient and family needs to the medical team. The Spina Bifida Coordinator and Liaison 
work closely together to ensure that patients receive regular follow-up and care. 
 
Neurosurgery 
Robin Bowman, MD 
David McLone, MD 
 
Karin Dillon, RN 
Debbie Prodoehl, RN  
Roseann Greene, RN  
312-227-5340  
Fax: 312-227-9679   
 

                      

                         
Dr. Bowman                     Dr. McLone 

Pediatric Neurosurgery’s role is to monitor brain development and function in your child.  They will 
also evaluate the function of the shunt (if your child has one)  and look for any signs of deterioration in 
function in legs, arms, bladder or bowel that might indicate a shunt malfunction or tethered cord. 
Patients may need regular follow-up and testing such as an MRI or CT scan to view the brain.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orthopaedics  
Luciano Dias, MD 
Becky Abel, RN 
312.238.2231  
Fax : 312.238.2230 
 
Vineeta Swaroop, MD  
Joanna Foley, RN  
312.238.2231 
Fax: 312.238.2230 
 
Dr. Sarwark, MD 
Theresa Philips, RN  
312.227.6190  
Fax: 312.227.9434  
 

 
 

                         
Dr. Dias                 Dr. Swaroop            Dr.  Sarwark  
 
 
 
 

 

Orthopaedics’ role is to prevent or correct deformities that may prevent a patient from walking with the 
assistance of orthotics or assistive devices.  The orthopedic surgeon also monitors spinal balance 
and deformity and assists in monitoring the neurologic status. Patients will need to come for periodic 
follow– up so the team can assess muscle and nerve function, range of motion, spinal deformity, and 
skin integrity.  Mobility and bracing needs are addressed to make sure that each child has appropriate 
orthotics if necessary and make sure they fit correctly to avoid any pressure sores. Annual muscle 
tests are an important part of regular follow up and involve manually testing the strength of each 
individual muscle group in the patient’s legs by a skilled physical therapist.  
 
 
Rehabilitation  Medicine 
/Physiatrist   
Sue Mukherjee, MD 
Zaida Torres, RN  
312.227.6517 
Fax: 312.227.9434  
 

 

 
Dr. Mukherjee  
 

Rehabilitation Medicine’s role is to provide pediatric physical medicine and rehabilitation expertise to 
patients. Dr. Mukherjee can meet with patients to provide referrals for speech, occupational and 
physical therapies as well as referrals for equipment for seating and positioning issues. Patients may 
also see Rehab Medicine for wound care, spasticity, back or leg pain, and to discuss concerns of 
weight and nutrition, fitness and other important life areas. Dr. Mukherjee also works with teen 
patients to help transition to adult medical care and develop skills for healthy independence. Around 
12 years of age, patients will start to meet with Dr. Mukherjee and Social Work to discus adolescent 
transition issues.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urology  
Elizabeth Yerkes, MD  
Earl Cheng, MD  
Victoria Dooley, RN  
Susan Moylan, APN 
312.227.6340 
Fax: 312.227.9412  
 
 

 

 

                               
       Dr. Yerkes                         Dr. Cheng  

Urology’s role is to look for problems in the urinary system, such as infection, continual dribbling of 
urine or deterioration of kidney function. Urine is collected and examined for bacteria and signs of 
infection. Multiple testing such as an ultrasound is repeated periodically to determine the status of the 
urinary system. Early detection of problems is very important. The goal of the urologist is to help your 
child stay dry and have normal kidney function. 
 
Social Work/ Teen Transition Services  
Rebecca Boudos, LCSW  
312.227.6391  
Fax: 312.227.9455  
 
Resource Specialist 
Maria Sander 
312.227.6394 
 

 

                                                  
       Rebecca Boudos          Maria Sander  
 

Social work’s role is to help assist families in various ways. Social work can provide emotional 
support, concrete resources, and works with many patients and families to help adjust to new 
diagnosis, family issues, school issues, provide activities for kids and teens and various other 
services. Social work also helps teach teen patients to be more responsible for their health care and 
plan for their future, while working on different transition skills. Social work is available during medical 
visits or by phone for all families.  The Resource Specialist also works with patients and families to 
help navigate state and local resources including insurance, benefits, and community agencies.  
 
Physical Therapy 
312.227.6240  
 
Nicole Hroma, PT           Kimberly Rowe, PT 

Suzanne Green, PT   
 

 
 

The role of the physical therapist in spina bifida clinic consists of:  Manual Muscle Testing to monitor 
changes in muscle strength, Gait Assessment, Equipment Recommendations, Family Education for 
therapy needs, including:  therapeutic exercises and gait assessment/training, and the school 



 

physical therapist liaison.  

 


