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Living Donor Assistance Resources 

1. Donor Eligibility Support 
For individuals who may not initially qualify as a living donor: 

• Project Donor – Free program offering resources to individuals who have been screened out of the 
living donation process due to modifiable health concerns 

 
2. Financial Assistance (Travel, Lost Wages, Expenses) 
Programs that provide direct financial support to living donors: 

• National Living Donor Assistance Center (NLDAC) – Up to $6,000 for travel expenses, lost wages, 
and dependent care costs (How to Apply to NLDAC video). Note: Eligibility is based on recipient’s 
household income. 

• American Transplant Foundation – Up to $500 to employed donors for lost wages during recovery 
via essential living expense reimbursement (utilities, car loan, rent, mortgage, etc.). Note: Some 
stipulations apply. 

• Donor Shield – Lost wage reimbursement (up to $2,000/week for up to 12 weeks), plus up to 
$8,000 for travel, lodging, dependent care, and pet care when donating through NKR 

• Meredith Haga Foundation – Need-based financial need  
 

3. Education & Mentorship 
Resources to support informed decision-making: 

• American Society for Transplantation (AST) – Financial and medical toolkits 
• National Kidney Foundation* – Guidance on medical coverage, potential out-of-pocket costs, 

available donor protections, tax deductions and credits, etc.  
• Living Donor Laws – Select Illinois on the map to download the Living Donor Protection Report 

Card  
• Transplant Village – Offers an Organ Transplant Support Mentor Program 
• The Living Donation Storytelling Project* – Donor story videos  

 
4. Kidney-Specific Resources 

• APKD – DonorProtect – Up to $10,000 in lost wage reimbursement, plus travel, dependent care, 
and pet care reimbursement when donating a kidney through APKD 

• National Kidney Foundation – NFK PEERS – Peer mentorship for those considering donation 
• National Kidney Donation Organization (NKDO) – Free virtual educational events and mentor 

program 

 

*Program is focused on kidney donation, but much of the information is also applicable to liver donation. 

https://www.projectdonor.org/faq
https://www.livingdonorassistance.org/Get-Help/How-NLDAC-Helps
https://vimeo.com/662391328?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://www.americantransplantfoundation.org/programs/pap/
https://www.donorshield.com/
https://meredithhagafoundation.org/financial-assistance/
https://www.livingdonortoolkit.com/
https://www.kidney.org/kidney-topics/living-donor-finances-and-insurance
https://livingdonor.kidneyfund.org/#map
https://transplantvillage.org/find-a-buddy/
https://livingdonationstories.org/videos/?gender=&location=&ethnicity=&language=&topic=4-donating&segment=1-donor-stories
https://paireddonation.org/donorprotect/
https://www.kidney.org/treatment-support/peers
https://www.nkdo.org/nkdo-engage/
https://www.nkdo.org/volunteermentor/
https://www.nkdo.org/volunteermentor/

