
HOPE Happenings
The latest updates from the Austin HOPE Center

Austin is Chicago’s third largest community area by what measure: land area,
population or number of parks?

Read to the bottom of this page to find the answer!

Invitation: Grand Opening & Community Celebration



Partner Spotlight: Wintrust

At Wintrust, being deeply rooted in the communities we serve means investing in
projects that strengthen neighborhoods for generations to come. Our approach goes
beyond traditional banking. We bring together financing, partnerships, and local
relationships to help turn ambitious community visions into reality. Whether
supporting affordable housing, expanding access to essential services or investing
alongside mission-driven organizations, we believe thriving communities are built
through long-term collaboration and a commitment to meeting people where they
are.

http://www.luriechildrens.org/austin
http://www.luriechildrens.org/austin


That commitment is reflected in our partnership with the Austin HOPE Center, a
transformational development led by Pastor Jenkins to address one of the
community’s greatest needs: access to healthcare. Wintrust provided approximately
$9 million in financing, including a $5 million bridge loan that helped secure a critical
city grant, moving the project from vision to reality. The HOPE Center brings together
organizations dedicated to improving health and well-being and will also be home to
a new Wintrust Bank branch. By investing alongside trusted community partners and
establishing a lasting presence in Austin, we’re helping create a place where
individuals, families and the entire neighborhood can thrive.

Read about Wintrust’s commitment to the community in their 2025
Community Impact Report

Answer: Population
Approx. 99,000 in 2023, right behind Lakeview (101,000) and Near North Side

(104,000)
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