Access to Care
WHEREAS, health insurance coverage is the first step to ensure children address health
concerns as early as possible; and
WHEREAS, the period before kindergarten is when children experience rapid brain
development and physical growth, making this a critical timeframe to address any
developmental or health conditions before they intensify into greater challenges1; and
WHEREAS, health insurance is also linked to better health, educational and economic
outcomes in adulthood2; and
WHEREAS, a growing number of children are insured under Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP), compared with employer-sponsored insurance, and
WHEREAS, Medicaid and CHIP also serve as the main source of health coverage for children
from low-income families3; and
WHEREAS, the proportion of uninsured children nationwide remains at 4-5% since 20154
and;
WHEREAS, workforce shortages in pediatric specialty care and the lack of network adequacy,
or the ability of a health insurance plan to provide access to in-network providers, puts
children and their families at financial risk and threaten children’s long-term quality of life5;
and
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WHEREAS, an increasing number of community providers are not taking Medicaid and CHIP,
creating another barrier to access for low income families6; and
WHEREAS, Medicaid and CHIP reimbursements are on average 72% of the average Medicare
payment and 64% of the average commercial insurance payment.7
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago will
engage in policies and programs that support increased, continuous, and comprehensive
health coverage for children; and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago will
engage in policies and programs that support network adequacy standards for health
insurance that include a full range of pediatric primary, specialty and subspecialty providers
who are capable of providing services for all levels of complexity; and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago will
engage in policies and programs that support the adequate reimbursement of pediatric
physicians and specialists in the care of children.
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