
Violence is a public health problem that effects individuals, families, and communities. 2129 Illinois resi-

dents died because of homicide or suicide in 2013 – nearly six violent deaths a day in Illinois. Violence 

destroys entire communities by decreasing property value and more importantly making people feel unsafe. 

Unsafe communities cause long-term physical, psychological and emotional consequences. Our mission is to 

provide data for use in violence prevention, and we believe that Illinois should rely on these and other data 

sets to get the full picture of the problem so that identification of risk factors and development and testing of 

prevention strategies are rooted in fact.   

IVDRS pools information about the “who, when, 

where, and how” of violent deaths to provide a 

more complete picture and develop insight into 

“why” they occur. IVDRS increases our knowledge 

about where violent deaths occur, who is most at 

risk, the factors that contribute to violent deaths, 

and trends over time in violent deaths.  

Data sources include death certificates, coroner/

medical examiner reports, law enforcement re-

ports and crime lab reports.  

                   

IVDRS s a part of National Violent Death Report-

ing System (NVDRS), the only state-based surveil-

lance (reporting) system that pools unique data 

elements from multiple sources into a useable, 

anonymous database. IVDRS covers all types of 

violent deaths – including homicides and suicides 

– in all settings for all age groups. 

These data provide the foundation for building 

successful policies and programs to prevent vio-

lence so that all Illinois communities are safe and 

free from violence so that people can live life to 

their full potential. 
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88 percent of all violent deaths in Illinois occur in 26 counties. In 2016 

and 2017, IVDRS collected data from 17 counties, which compromise of 

81 percent of violent deaths  

Accessing IVDRS 

IVDRS is a part of The National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS), the only state-based surveil-

lance (reporting) system that pools unique data elements from multiple sources into a useable, anony-

mous database. IVDRS covers all types of violent deaths – including homicides and suicides – in all set-

tings for all age groups. 

IVDRS regularly publishes data briefs designed to inform violence prevention policy and practice, and 

participating counties will receive summary reports. IVDRS is also open to sharing analysis results with 

researchers, policymakers, violence prevention programs and others for more focused collaborative pro-

jects. To discuss use of IVDRS findings to inform violence prevention, please contact us at 

IVDRS@luriechildrens.org 

 

Visit us at our website: 

luriechildrens.org/IVDRS  

Like us on Facebook: 

Facebook.com/IVDRS 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@IllinoisVDRS  


