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INTRODUCTION 

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago and Chicago Public Schools (CPS) share a 
commitment to supporting the health, wellbeing, safety, and success of children and adolescents across 
Chicago. Through partnerships at the school, network, and district levels, Lurie Children’s collaborates 
with CPS on a wide range of initiatives that support students, families, educators, and school 
communities. These efforts include direct services, health education, systems-level collaboration, 
professional learning opportunities, and research initiatives. Together, these partnerships help 
strengthen systems of support, expand access to care and resources, and promote healthy, safe, and 
supportive learning environments where students can thrive. 

This work spans collaboration with numerous CPS central offices, including but not limited to the Office 
of Student Health and Wellness, Office of Social and Emotional Learning, Office of College and Career 
Success, and Office of Safety and Security. 

The following summary highlights many of the partnerships, programs, services, and collaborative 
initiatives currently led or supported by Lurie Children’s across CPS in the following focus areas: 

 
• Health Services & Access to Care 
• Hospital-Based Instruction 
• Supports for Students with Medical Complexity and Chronic Conditions 
• Integrated Social & Clinical Care 
• Personal Health & Safety, Sexual Health Education, and LGBTQ+ & Gender Inclusion 
• Youth Substance Use Prevention & Supports 
• Behavioral & Mental Health 
• Sports Medicine & Injury Prevention 
• Workforce Development & Career Exploration 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Pregnant & Parenting Student Supports 
• Violence Prevention 
• Nutrition & Physical Activity 
• Whole Child & Health Partner Collaboration 
• Policy Development & Implementation 
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HEALTH SERVICES & ACCESS TO CARE  
MOBILE HEALTH PROGRAM 

The Mobile Health Program partners with schools and community organizations across Chicago to 
provide pediatric primary care services directly to students and families. Through a mobile health unit, 
the program offers immunizations, school and sports physicals, and well-child visits, helping students 
stay up to date on required and preventive healthcare services close to home. In collaboration with CPS, 
the program is assigned approximately 200 schools across the city that can schedule services through 
the program. These partnerships help reduce barriers to care, minimize missed classroom time, and 
support student health and wellbeing. The Mobile Health Program also provides pediatric specialty care 
services in community settings on Chicago’s South and West Sides. Through partnerships with 
neighborhood organizations, the mobile health unit offers specialty clinics including High-Risk Asthma, 
Wellness and Weight Management, Neonatology, Nephrology, and Cardiology, with Endocrinology and 
Adolescent Medicine starting in 2026. By bringing specialty services closer to where families live, the 
program reduces barriers to accessing hospital-based specialty care and strengthens connections 
between community partners and Lurie Children’s. 

 

VIRTUAL IMMEDIATE CARE 

Lurie Children’s Virtual Immediate Care provides families with convenient access to pediatric urgent care 
through virtual appointments available seven days a week. Through secure video visits, families can 
connect with trusted pediatric providers from home for non-emergency illnesses and injuries, helping 
improve access to timely care while reducing unnecessary emergency department visits. Services 
support a wide range of common childhood concerns, including fevers, coughs, rashes, minor injuries, 
and other urgent health needs. Appointments can be scheduled through MyChart or online through 
Lurie Children’s. Appointments can be made weekdays from 12pm to 8:30pm, and weekends from 
9:30am to 11:30am by going to Lurie MyChart or through LurieChildrens.org/makeappointment.  

 

RAPID ACCESS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

The Rapid Access Behavioral Health Program provides virtual consultations for children and adolescents 
experiencing urgent behavioral health concerns as a compassionate alternative to emergency 
department visits when clinically appropriate. Staffed by social workers and psychologists, the program 
supports youth under 18 experiencing concerns such as suicidal ideation, self-injurious thoughts or 
behaviors, school avoidance, crisis situations, and significant mood or anxiety symptoms. Following 
assessment, families receive recommendations, resources, and referrals for ongoing support and 
behavioral healthcare services when appropriate. Appointments can be made through Lurie MyChart or 
online at www.luriechildrens.org/makeappointment and are offered Monday–Friday, based on provider 
availability.     
 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/linking-clinic-community/mobile-health-program/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/telemedicine/virtual-immediate-care/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/itaqbubbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xCou3FxhINhqg-MbYyQgNsJFLC7x-hDBWr020EcMUy-hik1I8PzpW4bI-uj14_YH6E5YeLzFIqZKgqE_RCRHht25OOvCk_I4RAbrqxhmSqG1SyXEqKaL30VPt_zLYFIh9GwKRF5qS_AsVFJG5u56sRBx7znvI1U-68YOIM4minh5UDLey8M7Jqu1Ja8lKthZZcbp7TeMG10lBnp_aUANUnhLSQ4D8pJwVvWGHyl6HsRq7wpowONs_Q==&c=O2DNtxmNJCBFxS277pun-Wii-AnPR-xP3opXGrgH0BaoJ9ieOyZkXw==&ch=qg68v-MmuJb_Wv17-o8ez1FCU8mnpjGt2fOtuoQfUZt-Mi19OqL3oA==__;!!M0gZt9BicGig!gALEHHBkz4vGfnWt3Jh4nfQoyUfo9qPzgH56s-N_lQiH3rEtHJfOmhrJbjk67cR7oKdBIj1A87fAWBGU0ejJDwApa-GQTOrNUKSIpmQ$
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/rapid-access-behavioral-health-program/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/makeappointment
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HOSPITAL-BASED INSTRUCTION  

SCHOOL SERVICES 

The School Services Program is designed to keep children engaged in learning and progressing in their 
school curriculum while hospitalized. The Chicago Board of Education assigns two teachers who offer 
services exclusively to CPS students with chronic medical conditions or extended hospital stays. 
Although the majority of instruction occurs at the bedside to accommodate medical needs, students 
also have access to the hospital classroom, educational programs, live and virtual programming, and 
available academic resources to ensure continuity of learning and connection to their school 
community.   

 

SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS WITH MEDICAL COMPLEXITY AND CHRONIC 
CONDITIONS  

CARE COORDINATION, EDUCATION LIAISONS, AND INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION 
PROGRAM (IEP) SUPPORT 

The Health Partners Care Coordination team assists children with medically complex needs in 
transitioning from Early Intervention to school-based services and therapies with CPS. In addition, Lurie 
Children’s has Education Liaisons dedicated to the Departments of Epilepsy, Audiology, 
Hematology/Sickle Cell, Oncology, Stem Cell Transplantation, and the NICU-Cardiac 
Neurodevelopmental Program in the Heart Center. Education Liaisons partner with patient families and 
school teams to coordinate appropriate educational supports, share timely information, and promote 
each patient’s academic, social, and emotional wellbeing throughout their care journey. Various Lurie 
Children’s clinicians, including Education Liaisons, Social Workers, and Care Coordinators, attend 504 
Plan and Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings with schools to provide support for children, 
parents, and school personnel in the development of these educational plans.    

 

FOOD ALLERGY EDUCATION & AWARENESS 

The Center for Food Allergy & Asthma Research (CFAAR) developed a food allergy education guide which 
serves as a compilation of research-informed resources for managing food allergies from early childhood 
through college. Resources include, but are not limited to, an early childcare training, pre-prepared 
lessons for elementary, middle, and high schoolers to have classroom conversations, and a college 
toolkit to help navigate the transition to higher education. CFAAR also worked with CPS to create The 
Class that Can: Food Allergies, a children’s book designed to teach students about food allergies, 
friendships, and the importance of having a CAN mindset. This fun, creative, and positive book helps 
elementary school students learn about food allergies in supportive and age-appropriate ways.  

 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/patients-visitors/resources-support-services-for-families/educational-support/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/patients-visitors/care-coordination-services/health-partners-care-coordination/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/patients-visitors/resources-support-services-for-families/educational-support/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=40de8e54f2a79cbfb9b15856a7bf1fa91d3c5d5843665011b4875266c8ff0ac3JmltdHM9MTc3OTg0MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=15e83e84-e82f-6f7e-0d11-2a33ec2f64d0&psq=lurie+childrens+504+plan&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubHVyaWVjaGlsZHJlbnMub3JnL2dsb2JhbGFzc2V0cy9tZWRpYS9wYWdlcy9yZXNvdXJjZXMtLXN1cHBvcnQtc2VydmljZXMvZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtc3VwcG9ydC9sY2gtMTEwMi01MDQtcGxhbnMucGRm
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=40de8e54f2a79cbfb9b15856a7bf1fa91d3c5d5843665011b4875266c8ff0ac3JmltdHM9MTc3OTg0MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=15e83e84-e82f-6f7e-0d11-2a33ec2f64d0&psq=lurie+childrens+504+plan&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubHVyaWVjaGlsZHJlbnMub3JnL2dsb2JhbGFzc2V0cy9tZWRpYS9wYWdlcy9yZXNvdXJjZXMtLXN1cHBvcnQtc2VydmljZXMvZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtc3VwcG9ydC9sY2gtMTEwMi01MDQtcGxhbnMucGRm
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e18ac865643364855e6bc81de0230fc30e7b05fe8a53e1d5293a1755cbf25883JmltdHM9MTc3OTg0MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=15e83e84-e82f-6f7e-0d11-2a33ec2f64d0&psq=lurie+childrens+Individualized+Education+Program+(IEP)&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubHVyaWVjaGlsZHJlbnMub3JnL2dsb2JhbGFzc2V0cy9tZWRpYS9wYWdlcy9yZXNvdXJjZXMtLXN1cHBvcnQtc2VydmljZXMvZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtc3VwcG9ydC9sY2gtMTEwMi1pbmRpdmlkdWFsaXplZC1lZHVjYXRpb24tcGxhbnMucGRm
https://issuu.com/cfaarnu/docs/cfaar_ed_guide_final?fr=sNTdlNjY5MDI5MjQ
https://thelandofcan.com/products/the-class-that-can-food-allergies
https://thelandofcan.com/products/the-class-that-can-food-allergies
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INTEGRATED SOCIAL & CLINICAL CARE  

ALL HANDS HEALTH NETWORK 

The All Hands Health Network (AHHN) is a 7-year, $11.7 million federally funded award from the Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI) that aims to improve the physical, emotional, and social 
wellbeing of children and youth aged 0–21  living in the 60639 and 60651 zip codes of Chicago. Together 
with Healthcare and Family Services (HFS), Lurie Children’s has created a “socially and clinically 
integrated network” to address factors impacting children’s wellbeing, including access to quality 
primary care, specialty care, and behavioral health services while building care coordination and service 
integration capacity for children in Belmont Cragin and Austin. Together with community partners, 
including CPS, Lurie Children's developed this new, integrated model of care for children insured by 
Medicaid. Kenneth Papineau, Acting Executive Director of the Office of Student Health and Wellness, 
serves on the AHHN Partnership Council. 

 

PERSONAL HEALTH & SAFETY, SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION, AND LGBTQ+ & 
GENDER INCLUSION   

PERSONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (PHS) AND SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION (SHE) 
PROGRAMS 

The Division of Adolescent & Young Adult Medicine PHS/SHE programs support students, 
parents/caregivers, and school staff by facilitating thoughtful, culturally responsive, trauma-informed, 
and LGBTQ+ inclusive conversations. All content is consistent with CPS Sexual Health Education Policy, 
the Keeping Youth Safe & Healthy Act, Erin’s Law, and National Sexuality Education Standards. Topic 
areas include consent, personal safety, digital safety, healthy relationships, gender, puberty, and 
reproductive and sexual health. The Adolescent Medicine team is a long-standing member of the Sexual 
Health Advisory Committee convened by the CPS Office of Student Health and Wellness. All 
programming is available in English and Spanish for 3rd–12th grade classrooms, staff, and caregiver 
spaces. Caregivers have the opportunity to review the scope and sequence of materials and may opt-out 
their own student from programming. 

 

LGBTQ+ CULTURAL COMPETENCY & GENDER INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS 

Upon request, the Division of Adolescent & Young Adult Medicine provides school-based training for 
parents, teachers, staff, and administrators. These professional development sessions deliver 
information tailored to fit the needs and questions of each unique CPS school community regarding the 
importance of gender inclusion and transgender support in schools. Sessions also include best practices 
for creating affirming and inclusive environments for LGBTQ+ students.  

 

https://allhandshealthnetwork.luriechildrens.org/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/sexuality-education-program/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/sexuality-education-program/
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY HEALTH ADVOCACY 

The Division of Adolescent Medicine provides youth leadership opportunities through yearly cohorts of 
Youth Leaders in HIV (14–18-year-olds) and Fellowship in HIV (18–24-year-olds). Cohorts bring together 
10–11  current CPS students and recent CPS graduates who are passionate about making a lasting 
positive impact on community health. Youth leaders receive training in mental wellness strategies, 
sexual health, HIV, social drivers of health, and health equity. Trained youth leaders co-facilitate 
education on these topics in community spaces across Chicago with Adolescent Medicine staff 
facilitators. Youth Leaders also consult on projects both within and outside of Lurie Children’s, providing 
essential youth perspectives. Youth leadership cycles culminate with individual projects and a project 
symposium that is open to the public. Final projects center on the experiences of LGBTQ+ youth and 
youth of color in Chicago to positively impact communities disproportionately affected by systemic 
inequities. Meetings and events take place across Chicago neighborhoods, providing opportunities to 
highlight resources, supports, and partnerships. 

 

YOUTH SUBSTANCE USE PREVENTION & SUPPORTS  

SUBSTANCE USE & PREVENTION PROGRAM (SUPP) 

The Substance Use & Prevention Program (SUPP) provides assessment, Level 0.5 early-intervention and 
Level 1 outpatient services for youth who meet criteria for any substance use disorder (marijuana, 
alcohol, tobacco/vaping, and other drugs). The team also provides medications for addiction treatment 
for youth struggling with opioid and nicotine use disorders. SUPP is a part of The Potocsnak Family 
Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine and is staffed by a diverse multidisciplinary team 
including pediatricians and behavioral health providers.  In addition to clinical services, the team 
provides community-based prevention education sessions. 

 

LET’S TALK: CPS 

In collaboration with the CPS Office of Student Health and Wellness (OSHW) and Office of Social and 
Emotional Learning (OSEL), the Implementation science + Health Equity Lab (I+HEAL) provides substance 
use educational workshops to CPS students and caregivers. Student workshops are adapted from the 
Safety-First curriculum developed by Stanford University’s REACH Lab. These lessons educate students 
about the stages of drug use, drug-related harms, and 10 harm-reduction strategies to minimize 
negative outcomes. Parent workshops teach caregivers about the reasons behind adolescent/teen drug 
use, the impact of drug use on the developing adolescent/teen brain, overdose response, and how to 
facilitate a conversation with a young person with a harm-reduction approach. 

 

 

 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/substance-use-prevention-program/
https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/community-population-health-and-outcomes/implementation-science-health-equity-advancement-laboratory/
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BEHAVIORAL & MENTAL HEALTH  

TRAUMA-RESPONSIVE HEALING-CENTERED SCHOOLS  

Resilience Supportive Schools Illinois (RSSI) is a statewide initiative designed to help school-based teams 
foster safe, healing-centered, and resilience-supportive school environments. Building on the Resilience 
Education to Advance Community Healing (REACH) initiative, RSSI equips schools with tools, professional 
learning, and implementation support to develop locally driven, data-informed approaches that 
strengthen student resilience in schools. Through the statewide Learning and Resource Hub, educators 
and mental health providers can access free on-demand training and resources on topics including 
trauma-responsive practices and supports for immigrant/refugee youth. The Center for Childhood 
Resilience (CCR) is partnering with CPS district leadership to collaboratively design and sustain an RSSI 
implementation model that optimizes engagement and outcomes in CPS schools while aligning with 
district priorities and initiatives.   

 

K-12 SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH INTERVENTIONS  

The Center for Childhood Resilience (CCR) provides multi-tiered training and technical assistance on 
evidence-based interventions for school staff, including school-based mental health professionals. CCR 
offers Tier I training for educators and staff on strategies for supporting students with anxiety, creating 
safe and supportive environments for newcomers, and trauma-informed healing-centered practices. 
CCR also designed and piloted the Stress & Coping Toolkit in CPS, a mental health literacy curriculum for 
middle schools that builds coping skills and mental health awareness, promotes positive social 
connections, and strengthens resilience. CCR’s Tier II skill-based group interventions address anxiety, 
chronic stress, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and impulsive and reactive aggression in students. 
These interventions include Bounce Back, Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma in Schools 
(CBITS), Anger Coping, Think First, and Supporting Transition Resilience of Newcomer Groups (STRONG). 
Tier III interventions include the Anxiety Professional Learning Collaborative (PLC). CCR also supports 
long-term implementation and sustainability through strategic planning and collaboration with district 
leadership.   

 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TEAMS (BHTS)  

The Behavioral Health Team (BHT) model, developed by the Center for Childhood Resilience (CCR) and 
CPS, supports students in need of behavioral or mental health services across the multi-tiered 
classification of need. The CPS Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Policy adopted in 2022 identified 
expansion of BHTs to all schools as a key strategy for addressing student needs. The BHT model aims to 
maximize collaboration and resources, provide early identification for students with behavioral health 
needs, and match students to appropriate interventions using data-informed decision making. 
Collaboration occurs across school, family, and community systems. Preliminary research indicates that 
successful implementation of key BHT components, including universal supports, is associated with 

https://www.rss-illinois.net/
https://www.learningwithccr.org/
https://ccr.luriechildrens.org/
https://ccr.luriechildrens.org/
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improved student attendance and fewer behavioral infractions. In partnership with district leadership, 
CCR continues to support implementation and sustainability of the BHT model across CPS schools to 
increase access to behavioral and mental health services for students in need. This work includes 
piloting a revised BHT Key Components Assessment (KCA) to support districtwide implementation and 
guide school- and system-level improvement efforts.  

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH   

The Center for Childhood Resilience (CCR) partners with CPS to strengthen social-emotional 
development and kindergarten readiness for children ages 3–5. CCR leverages the principles of early 
relational health to provide training and technical assistance to preschool educators, administrators, and 
family engagement staff. This support helps create safe, predictable, relationship-centered learning 
environments that support children affected by early adversity and toxic stress. Professional learning 
offerings include education on the impact of early trauma and chronic stress on development, classroom 
regulation and co-regulation strategies, culturally responsive practices, and reflective leadership for 
early childhood teams. CCR also partners with early childhood leaders to support implementation 
planning, leadership consultation, and alignment of behavioral health supports within a multi-tiered 
system of care. In addition to training and implementation support, CCR is expanding community-based 
research focused on strengthening partnerships between preschool teachers and families to support 
young children’s development. 

 

SPORTS MEDICINE & INJURY PREVENTION  

KNEE INJURY PREVENTION 

The Institute of Sports Medicine manages the Knee Injury Prevention Program (KIPP), a dynamic warm-
up and strengthening program that has been shown to significantly reduce lower extremity injuries in 
female athletes. KIPP has been implemented in many schools following in-person education provided by 
Sports Medicine. The program is traditionally taught to student athletes, coaches, and physical 
education teachers, and an online course is also available. Approximately 7,000 participants are trained 
annually.    

 

CONCUSSION PREVENTION 

The Concussion Education Program is a comprehensive program that offers updated education, policy 
development, and baseline testing of concussions. The program is individualized to the needs of the 
school and fulfills state mandates for staff education and policy development. It is offered by Sports 
Medicine to coaches, parents, administrators, school nurses, and student athletes. Online courses are 
also available. Approximately 1,000 participants are trained annually.    

 

https://ccr.luriechildrens.org/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/knee-injury-prevention-program/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/pediatric-concussion/
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CPS SPORTS MEDICINE LIAISON 

Lurie Children's Sports Medicine Team and CPS Health Professionals collaborate to expedite referrals for 
children with sports related injuries, with the goal of improving access to pediatric orthopedic care in 
areas of the city experiencing health disparities.    

 

SAFE AT PLAY 

The Injury Prevention and Research Center (IPRC) strives to reduce preventable injuries in several ways: 
fostering protective environments, enhancing knowledge and skills, increasing awareness, and 
improving policies. IPRC partners with schools on various events, such as bike to school days, child 
passenger safety, home safety education and products, and playground inspections and builds.   

 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT & CAREER EXPLORATION  

SHADES FOR THE FUTURE 

Shades for the Future is a 6-week virtual workforce development and career exploration program for 
high school students that meets twice weekly.  Students are introduced to a variety of healthcare 
careers through guest speakers from the healthcare field. The program also includes mental health 
education and workforce development workshops focused on topics such as resume building, 
interview preparation, and professional communication. Together, these experiences help 
students develop foundational professional skills while supporting their personal growth. 

 

EMPOWER (ENCOURAGING MENTORING PREPAREDNESS ON WORKFORCE 
EDUCATION READINESS)   

EMPOWER is a 6-week paid internship that places students in participating departments across Ann & 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, where they complete entry-level tasks and gain hands-on 
workplace experience. Designed for current or former Lurie Children’s patients, the program also 
provides workforce development and mental health workshops focused on building professional skills 
such as resume development, workplace communication, and career readiness. Participants are 
expected to demonstrate the ability to work independently, maintain professionalism in a workplace 
setting, and reliably fulfill assigned responsibilities throughout the duration of the program. 

 

MINDS MATTER: YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH & LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

Minds Matter is a six-week virtual program focused on mental health career pathways. The program was 
developed in collaboration with the Pritzker Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health at Lurie 
Children’s. Participants explore careers in mental health, gain insight into the field, and learn the steps 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/pediatric-sports-medicine/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/pediatric-emergency-room/research/current-clinical-research/injury-prevention-and-research-center/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
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to pursue these professions. The program also builds leadership skills, strengthens confidence, and helps 
students understand the importance of mental health in their lives and communities. 

 

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS: DISCOVERING HEALTHCARE CAREERS 

Since 2001, the Discovering Healthcare Careers (DHC) program has served as a cornerstone of Lurie 
Children’s Mentorship & Workforce Development initiatives. DHC is a six-week paid summer internship 
program that welcomes high school juniors and seniors from CPS and Noble Charter schools to explore 
healthcare careers through hands-on experiences and professional mentorship. Participants shadow 
hospital staff, attend workforce development workshops, and earn certifications in CPR and Stop the 
Bleed. Students also participate in career exploration activities, field trips, and afternoon speaker 
sessions featuring healthcare professionals from Lurie Children’s, gaining valuable insight and inspiration 
from leaders in the field. Graduates leave with the skills, confidence, and connections to pursue their 
future in healthcare. 

 

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS: OPPORTUNITIES IN SUCCESSFUL CAREERS 

Since 2003, Lurie Children’s has offered paid internship opportunities to CPS students through the City 
of Chicago’s One Summer Chicago initiative. Now re-envisioned as Opportunities in Successful Careers 
(OCS), the program offers a six-week, non-clinical entry-level experience complemented by workshops 
focused on mental health, workforce development, and professional skill-building. Students also gain 
valuable networking opportunities to strengthen and expand their career pathways. 

 

AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 

The Center for Food Allergy & Asthma Research (CFAAR) hosts the Ambassadors Program, a weeklong 
summer experience designed for high school students who are curious about public health, healthcare, 
and leadership. Through hands-on projects, interactive workshops, and mentorship from professionals, 
students explore what it means to be changemakers in their community. This program takes place in 
person each summer on our Chicago campus.  

 

SCIENCE SLEUTHS PROGRAM 

The Center for Food Allergy & Asthma Research (CFAAR) hosts the Science Sleuths Program in the Fall, 
Winter, and Spring of each year. This program is an online, three-month, self-guided program providing 
middle and high school students with a STEM-based opportunity to become young researchers and 
explore the field of scientific research. Students advocate for food allergy awareness and education 
within their communities while working alongside a mentor of their choosing to implement their 
project. 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/MWDProgram/our-programs/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/cfaar/community-outreach/cfaar-ambassadors-program.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/cfaar/community-outreach/cfaar-sleuths-program.html
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

CARDIAC EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

Lurie Children’s Project ADAM Illinois (IL), an affiliate of the national Project ADAM (Automated 
Defibrillators in Adam’s Memory) program, partners with schools to strengthen preparedness for 
sudden cardiac arrest emergencies. Through training, consultation, planning resources, and emergency 
response support, Project ADAM Illinois helps schools implement comprehensive cardiac emergency 
response programs and work toward Heart Safe School (HSS) designation. Project ADAM IL supports 
schools in developing cardiac emergency response plans, conducting emergency response drills, 
strengthening AED preparedness, and promoting awareness and training for staff and school 
communities. In partnership with CPS, Project ADAM Illinois supported updates to the district’s AED 
policy and the development of a districtwide Cardiac Emergency Response Plan following passage of 
Illinois HB 5394, legislation focused on strengthening school preparedness for sudden cardiac arrest 
emergencies. 

 

PANDEMIC RESPONSE DOCUMENTATION & PREPAREDNESS 

Lurie Children’s partnered with CPS to document the district’s COVID-19 response efforts and support 
future infectious disease preparedness across CPS schools. Led by staff from the Patrick M. Magoon 
Institute for Healthy Communities and the Division of Infectious Diseases through the nationwide 
Pediatric Pandemic Network (PPN), the initiative brings together CPS central offices and subject matter 
experts across Lurie Children’s to identify lessons learned, highlight effective practices, and assess 
operational challenges experienced during the pandemic. This collaborative effort incorporates 
perspectives from multiple CPS departments and focuses on areas including communication, continuity 
of learning, student wellbeing, safety and security, care coordination, clinical operations, and family and 
community engagement. The resulting document captures lessons learned and best practices from the 
COVID-19 pandemic to help inform future infectious disease and public health emergency responses 
across CPS schools and potentially serve as a resource for other school districts nationwide. 

 

PREGNANT & PARENTING STUDENT SUPPORTS  

CONNECT HOME VISITING CHICAGO 

Connect Home Visiting Chicago (CHVC), formerly ConnecTeen, is a free, centralized intake and referral 
system serving pregnant individuals and families with children from birth to age three across Chicago. 
CHVC increases equitable access to evidence-based home visiting by connecting families to a network of 
more than 85 trusted programs citywide and strengthening cross-system collaboration to close gaps in 
access. Home visiting offers individualized, relationship-based support through regular visits in the 
setting that works best for families, home, community, or virtual, providing guidance on child 
development, parenting, maternal health, school readiness, and connections to community resources. 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/specialties-conditions/heart-center/family-resource-guide/project-adam/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/for-healthcare-professionals/pediatric-pandemic-network/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/focusing-on-maternal-and-early-childhood-health/connect-home-visiting/
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While waiting for enrollment, families can join weekly virtual Parent Chats for early childhood education, 
peer support, and support navigating resources. Since 2019, CHVC has supported over 2,700 family 
referrals across all Chicago zip codes. 

 

VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

STRENGTHENING CHICAGO’S YOUTH 

Strengthening Chicago’s Youth’s (SCY) policy agenda encompasses school policy reform and advocacy 
efforts designed to prevent violence and build resilience among youth. SCY advocates at the state and 
CPS district level for policy reforms that promote trauma-informed responses to school discipline and 
reduce the use of punitive practices that lead to suspension and expulsion. In addition, SCY works to 
improve access to mental and behavioral health supports in schools.     

 

VIOLENCE INTERVENTION 

The Brave Voices Hospital-Based Violence Intervention Program (HVIP) team partners with youth and 
families affected by acts of violence to identify needs for support. Often, this includes resources 
for mental and behavioral health services, mentorship, workforce development, recreational and 
academic programming, victim support, and more. Many youth involved in the HVIP attend CPS 
schools, and caregivers may authorize Brave Voices staff to engage and collaborate with CPS 
central offices and schools on their behalf to ensure academic and social success. CPS offices 
commonly engaged with include the Office of Student Protections, Students in Temporary Living 
Situations, and/or Bullying Prevention and Response. HVIP team members may collaborate with 
CPS personnel through care coordination and safety planning meetings at individual schools to 
promote ongoing coordination and support for students and families. 

 

NUTRITION & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE EDUCATION & RESOURCES 

The Magoon Institute’s Food, Activity, and Nutrition Initiatives (FAN), formerly the Consortium to Lower 
Obesity in Chicago Children (CLOCC), has developed three evidence-based wellness curricula that 
incorporate healthy lifestyle messages. The curricula serve children and families across the lifespan with 
fiveSMART (Pregnancy, Parents, Infants), 5-4-3-2-1 Go! Jr. (2–5 years), and Healthy Food, Healthy You, 
Healthy Planet (5 to 18 years). The curricula can easily be integrated into school programming, and FAN 
staff are available to assist with planning.  

 

 

https://www.scy-chicago.org/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/strengthening-chicagos-youth-scy/catalyzing-innovation-in-violence-prevention/BraveVoices/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/serving-the-community/magoon-institute-for-healthy-communities/food-activity-and-nutrition-initiatives/health-promotion--public-education/
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WHOLE CHILD & HEALTH PARTNER COLLABORATION   

WHOLE CHILD PARTNER SUMMIT 

The Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities supports CPS, primarily through the Office of 
Student Health and Wellness (OSHW), with implementation of the Whole School, Whole Community, 
Whole Child (Whole Child) model developed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and ASCD. The Whole Child model aims to ensure each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, 
and challenged and is reflected as a core value in Success 2029: Together We Rise, CPS' five-year 
strategic plan. This work includes hosting an annual Whole Child Partner Summit for CPS district staff 
and health partner organizations. Participants learn about district initiatives aligned with the Whole 
Child model and participate in breakout discussions with partners and CPS central office staff. The 
summit aims to strengthen coordination among district staff and partners to support healthy school 
environments.   

 

HEALTHY CPS PARTNER NETWORK 

The Healthy CPS Partner Network is co-hosted by the Magoon Institute and the CPS Office of Student 
Health and Wellness (OSHW). The network convenes health and wellness partners who provide school-
based support and programming aligned with Healthy CPS priorities. The network meets twice each 
school year for OSHW to share strategic updates, review data, communicate changes or additions to 
Healthy CPS criteria, and strengthen coordination across partners supporting CPS schools. 

 

HEALTHY CPS PARTNER SPOTLIGHT MEETINGS 

Healthy CPS Partner Spotlight Meetings are monthly opportunities for Healthy CPS partners to showcase 
their programs, services, and resources to OSHW staff and fellow partners. Co-hosted by the Magoon 
Institute and the CPS Office of Student Health and Wellness, the meetings help build awareness of 
available supports, foster collaboration across organizations, and strengthen health and wellness efforts 
in CPS schools. 

 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT & IMPLEMENTATION 

DISTRICTWIDE SCHOOL HEALTH POLICY SUPPORT 

Lurie Children’s programs and subject matter experts collaborate with CPS to support the development, 
review, implementation, and ongoing refinement of many districtwide school health policies and 
guidance. Through advisory committees, technical expertise, policy development support, and 
implementation planning, Lurie Children’s teams help strengthen policies that promote student health, 
safety, and wellbeing across CPS schools. Lurie Children’s departments and programs have supported 
CPS policies and initiatives related to school wellness, sexual health education, sudden cardiac arrest 

https://www.cdc.gov/whole-school-community-child/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/whole-school-community-child/about/index.html
https://www.cps.edu/strategic-initiatives/healthy-cps/
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preparedness, concussion management, and mental health and suicide prevention. This work includes 
collaboration with CPS central offices and leadership to help ensure policies reflect current evidence, 
best practices, legislative requirements, and the evolving needs of students and school communities. 
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