
January 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

The continued spread of COVID-19 and the Omicron variant over the
holiday season may still feel daunting, but we want to encourage
everyone to view the start of 2022 as a new beginning in how far we
have come. There are many locations to receive vaccinations and
boosters as well as increased public health mandates such as proof of
vaccination. Ending the pandemic may not be immediately near, but
could be within grasp if we all do our part.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
Continuing Pandemic and Worsening Stress: Behavioral Health of
Chicago's Children

As we approach the end of 2021,
the second calendar year that the
nation and world have grappled
with the COVID-19 pandemic,
Voices of Child Health in Chicago
wanted to check in on the status of youth mental health in Chicago.
Report highlights include: 46% of young children and 47% of older
children experienced an increase in at least one mental health
symptom; children who had a household member who was infected
with COVID-19 were more likely to experience an increase in mental
health symptoms than children who did not have a household member
who had COVID-19.

FULL REPORT

SCY'S
WEBSITE

JOB
​POSTINGS

FUNDING
OPPS

SCY'S
BLOG

EVENT
CALENDAR

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/vaccine-finder.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/boosters.html
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/behavioral-health-Chicago-children/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
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https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/


VIRTUAL TOWN HALL
Human Trafficking

In recognition of National Human Trafficking Awareness Day, please
join the Illinois Attorney General for a Town Hall to learn about the
various ways the office is working to address the issues surrounding
the prosecution and prevention of human trafficking including
improving medical forensic services for human trafficking survivors.

Tuesday, January 11, 2022
11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

EQUITY
A Conversation on the Mission and Vision for Chicago Public Schools

Join Chicago Beyond for a conversation on equity in our schools with
Chicago Public Schools CEO, Pedro Martinez, and Interim Chief
Education Officer, Dr. Maurice Swinney.

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

ADVANCED ILLINOIS VICTIM ASSISTANCE ACADEMY
Webinar

This three-hour training will focus on best practices for working with
victims of stalking and human trafficking. Topics to be covered include:
the basics of stalking and similar harassing behaviors, the remedies
available to survivors, and best practices to follow when encouraging
survivors to preserve evidence and protect their privacy online. This
training will also discuss the realities of human trafficking, the role the
internet has played in the evolution of this crime and more.

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Online

https://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/
https://ilattorneygeneral-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KVUx550_SzaqdnU8fCHy7Q
https://chicagobeyond.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-on-equity-with-chicago-public-schools-tickets-201750259457?aff=odeimcmailchimp&utm_campaign=db8718690b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_14_05_36&utm_term=0_7f3ff15fa4-db8718690b-216896241&utm_source=Chicago+Beyond+Go+Connect&utm_medium=email&mc_eid=e568ea43e5&mc_cid=db8718690b


LEARN MORE

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's bi-monthly
update, email Operations
Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.

 ​  ​  ​  ​
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February 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

National Gun Violence Survivors Week (February 1-7) is a time to honor
those who have been affected by gun violence, recognize their
resilience, and assess the advocacy work that needs to be done. We
urge our partners to advocate for policies that will prevent gun injuries
and death, including supporting the Safe Gun Storage Public Awareness
Campaign bill (HB 4729). Your organization can take action by signing
on as a supporting organization to our fact sheet by emailing
scy@luriechildrens.org and contacting your legislator and urging them
to cosponsor HB 4729. By taking action, you can help make our
communities safer from gun violence.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: CELEBRATING 10 YEARS
Happy Birthday SCY!

Ten years ago, Strengthening Chicago's
Youth started with a kickoff meeting of
130 people and has grown into Chicago's
largest violence prevention collaborative.
With the guidance of the Dr. Karen
Sheehan and Becky Levin, something
special was created that has helped bring
countless stakeholders in both Chicago
and Illinois together to address violence
prevention with a public health approach.

With the work of many dedicated current
and former staff members, the drive to
prevent violence remains unwavering and
more important than ever. The cherished
partnerships and projects that have been
established as a result of connecting with
others is SCY's most important asset.

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4729&GAID=16&GA=102&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=139174&SessionID=110
https://files.constantcontact.com/000383c1801/8cd563c1-833b-40f9-a24e-d54895b17f7f.pdf
mailto:scy@luriechildrens.org
https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/messages/edit?promo_id=15277
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview


We look forward to continuing this work over the next ten years with
the many strong community partners, youth leaders and advocates
we've met along the way. We look forward to continuing to grow and
having robust conversations to address the complex problems in front
of us with community-led solutions.
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SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 1
​Secondary Trauma and Traumatic Stress

This is the first webinar in a 6-part series addressing secondary trauma
and traumatic stress to help law enforcement, prosecutors, and other
investigative personnel identify, reduce, and address the traumatic
impact of their work in combating child sexual exploitation. This
webinar will focus on secondary trauma and traumatic stress, the effect
is has on professionals, and the different factors that can compound
the response to trauma.

Wednesday, February 2, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

STATE OF HEALTH OF CHICAGO
Update and Summary Report

The Institute of Medicine of Chicago (IOMC) will
share highlights of the State of Health of Chicago
held from September 2020 through December 2021
and identify its future initiatives. The overall
program focused on creating systemic change in the
time of a pandemic. The sessions conducted over
the past year included COVID-19, the social
determinants of health, health inequity, systemic
racism, maternal health, and more.

Friday, February 4, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Online

https://www.facebook.com/StrengtheningChicagosYouth/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/events/shift-webinar-series-part-1-secondary-trauma-and-traumatic-stress
https://www.iomc.org/


LEARN MORE

BUILDING HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES
The Power of Technology to Facilitate Community Investment

Join Social Current for a webinar covering the challenges and
opportunities of integrating health care and human services sectors.
The webinar will focus on how technology can play a critical role in
increasingly bringing together funding streams to sustainably fund the
services needed to improve community health and wellbeing.

Thursday, February 10, 2022
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 2
​Physical Signs and Symptoms and How to Mitigate

This is the second webinar in a 6-part series addressing secondary
trauma and traumatic stress to help law enforcement, prosecutors, and
other investigative personnel identify, reduce, and address the
traumatic impact of their work in combating child sexual exploitation.
This webinar will focus on the physical signs and symptoms of stress
and share specialized resiliency tools and coping strategies to help
professionals combat traumatic stress and develop personalized tools
to help alleviate the effects of trauma.

Wednesday, February 16, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

PASS THE MIC
​A Virtual Discussion to Understand the Impact of COVID-19 from a
Parent's Perspective

Join Public Narrative for a virtual four-person panel discussion with
parents and guardians to understand the impact of COVID-19 on them
and their families, followed by breakout discussions among remaining
attendees.

Wednesday, February 16, 2022

https://iomc.org/event-4626512
https://www.social-current.org/
https://www.social-current.org/event/building-healthier-communities-the-power-of-technology-to-facilitate-community-investment/?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGCDPlPPCiokOtLwQY6rJE06mRgpQ6w1o7BRCJCzsjsyus1yjRelKo30ankySzRSHIdEkjHcaVc09bM43JXaXS3s8r9pKAQzxwaK6CZOmekPA
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/events/shift-webinar-series-part-2-secondary-trauma-and-traumatic-stress-physical-signs-and


6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

MENTAL HEALTH DURING THE COVID PANDEMIC
​A Status Report

This Institute of Medicine of Chicago (IOMC) event
will have a dynamic overview of the mental health
consequences of the COVID pandemic. First, IOMC
will present studies on increasing mental illness
prevalence and the developing mental health
provider gap. Secondly, Aunt Marth's Health and
Wellness, a leading provider in the State of Illinois,
will present their experience with the demand and
provision of services.

Friday, February 25, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
Infant Sleep Practices in Chicago Families

The latest Voices of Child Health in
Chicago report explores infant sleep
practices in Chicago. Some report
highlights include: more than half of
parents (58%) reported engaging in
one or more unsafe sleep practices with their infants; engaging in
unsafe infant sleep practices did not differ by parent age or gender, but
did differ by race/ethnicity, household income and parent education
level.

LEARN MORE

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's bi-monthly
update, email Operations
Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpduqvpzouG9Oh1tkM5tL8Y6J97x9WkSLM
https://www.iomc.org/
https://iomc.org/event-4626794
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/infant-sleep-practices/
https://secure3.convio.net/cmf/site/SPageServer/?pagename=strengthening_chicagos_youth_2021
mailto:kgrabski@luriechildrens.org


page.
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https://www.facebook.com/StrengtheningChicagosYouth
https://twitter.com/SCY_Chicago
https://linkedin.com/company/strengthening-chicagos-youth
https://www.instagram.com/scy_chicago/


March 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

Over the past week, the world around us has been changing. While
there is hope and optimism as COVID-19 cases are steadily declining
and mask mandates are being lifted, there has also been tragic violence
abroad and at home. With these constant changes, SCY aims to
continue being a source of information and support for our partners.
Our team wants to know how we can support our partners in such an
uncertain world. We invite you to complete our annual survey (shared
below in this month’s newsletter) or email scy@luriechildrens.org with
ideas and recommendations so that we can remain driven in our work
and partnerships in public health and violence prevention.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: UJIMA: YOUTH-LED RESEARCH REPORT RELEASE
AND INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION
Changing the Beat of Mental Health

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago, Communities
United and Youth Leaders of Ujima Project recently hosted a successful
event featuring a panel of experts on new research lead by young men
of color shows that, for their peers, the normalization of trauma and
systemic inequity is leading to worsening mental health. This hybrid
event on February 21 had over 170 attendees and highlighted that
given their lived experience, young men of color are best equipped to
research their experiences with mental health within their communities
and make recommendations for effective change. A key finding of the
report is that the majority of participants feel that they have no safe
outlets within the systems intended to support them, sharing that they
are more often a source of trauma than of healing. Other findings
include:

66% of young men of color report that they are facing challenges

mailto:scy@luriechildrens.org
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
https://www.communitiesunited.org/


with their mental health
Young men of color see a deep connection between systemic
inequities and mental health, and often internalize the blame
Trauma is often normalized for young men of color
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SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 3
​Cognitive Signs and Symptoms and How To Mitigate

This is the third webinar in a 6-part series addressing secondary
trauma and traumatic stress to help law enforcement, prosecutors, and
other investigative personnel identify, reduce, and address the
traumatic impact of their work in combating child sexual exploitation.
This webinar will focus on the cognitive signs and symptoms of stress
and share specialized resiliency tools and coping strategies to help
professionals combat traumatic stress and develop personalized tools
to help alleviate the effects of trauma.

Wednesday, March 2, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH PART 1
​Screening for Patient Social Risks in Integrated Care Settings

Individuals experiencing co-occurring physical health, behavioral health
and social determinants of health needs continue to face significant
inequities based on racial, ethnic and economic challenges across all
care settings. Join this event to hear from subject matter experts and
learn more about integrating social care into the delivery of general
health, mental health and substance use treatment services.

Thursday, March 3, 2022
2:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

https://www.communitiesunited.org/
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SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH PART 2
​Integrated Care Screening Tools & Implementation Considerations

Unequal access to health and social services and supports leaves some
people more vulnerable to physical and mental illness or disease,
creating inequitable health outcomes. Partnerships between integrated
health care organizations and social services organizations are a key
strategy to address health inequities and improve the overall health and
wellbeing of vulnerable people and populations. Join this event to hear
from subject matter experts and learn more about integrating social
care into the delivery of general health, mental health and substance
use treatment services.

Thursday, March 17, 2022
1:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 4
Emotional Signs and Symptoms and How To Mitigate

This is the fourth webinar in a 6-part series addressing secondary
trauma and traumatic stress to help law enforcement, prosecutors, and
other investigative personnel identify, reduce, and address the
traumatic impact of their work in combating child sexual exploitation.
This webinar will focus on the emotional signs and symptoms of stress
and share specialized resiliency tools and coping strategies to help
professionals combat traumatic stress and develop personalized tools
to help alleviate the effects of trauma.

Wednesday, March 23, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

SOCIAL WORKERS AS FRONTLINE WORKERS IN THE PANDEMIC OF
SOCIAL AND RACIAL INJUSTICES
Virtual Presentation

Please join the Jane Addams College of Social Work for this presentation
by Anjanette Young, MSW, LCSW, a JACSW alumna who has worked with
individuals, children, and families in the Chicago area, and has risen to
recent prominence as an unflinching activist and advocate for reform

https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7leskPnfTjuk6qwV2Zr5yQ?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGC5RTh29ZhQsFxXL6R25b_zr68s6-lets7jJ0kwyqDSq0nMVXJzDQZk-zd0QF2OkZoKRwfpToixYJ9CZLiTd9H7s9A-FSERj29z3NfyjVx8Q
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/events/shift-webinar-series-part-4-secondary-trauma-traumatic-stress-emotional-signs-and-symptoms
https://socialwork.uic.edu/


related to the conduct of police raids. From her experience as a social
work practitioner and a survivor of police violence, Ms. Young will
speak about the critical role social workers play as frontline responders.

Wednesday, March 30, 2022
4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

ANNUAL SURVEY
Please Take the SCY Annual Survey

SCY conducts a survey every year to assess its
strategies, activities, communication, and partner
resources. The questionnaire will take less than 20
minutes to complete. After completing the survey,
you will have a chance to enter a raffle for a $50 gift
card! We hope you can provide us with this
important feedback.

SURVEY

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's bi-monthly
update, email Operations
Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.

 ​  ​  ​  ​
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April 2022

Letter from the Communications and Community Outreach Manager
 
Greetings!

Recently, the FDA authorized a second booster dose of both the Pfizer-
BioNTech and the Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for older people and
certain immunocompromised individuals. Vaccines are still the best tool
we have to prevent hospitalization and death from COVID-19 and its
variants. We encourage all to visit the Chicago Vaccine site for ongoing
developments.

Additionally, I feel I would be remiss if I did not mention the recent
passage by the U.S. Congress of the Emmitt Till Anti-Lynching Act,
which will make lynching a federal crime. Growing up as a young
African American male on the Southside of Chicago who often traveled
to the south to visit family, I was often told of the cautionary tale of
Emmett Till. In a time where the words equity, diversity and inclusion
are on the tips of many tongues, this is a leap forward in all Americans
finding equal protection under the law. We applaud and celebrate the
passage of this legislation and look forward to more to come.

Sincerely,
Dion McGill
Communications and Community Outreach Manager
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: UJIMA: YOUTH-LED RESEARCH REPORT RELEASE
AND INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION
Changing the Beat of Mental Health

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago, Communities
United and the Youth Leaders of the Ujima Project recently hosted a
successful event featuring a panel of experts on new research led by
young men of color shows that, for their peers, the normalization of
trauma and systemic inequity is leading to worsening mental health.
This hybrid event held on February 21 had over 170 attendees and
highlighted that given their own lived experience, young men of color
are best equipped to research their experiences with mental health
within their communities and make recommendations for effective
change. A key finding of the report is that the majority of participants
feel that they have no safe outlets within the systems intended to

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/city-sites.html
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
https://www.communitiesunited.org/


support them, sharing that they are more often a source of trauma than
of healing. Other findings include:

66% of young men of color report that they are facing challenges
with their mental health
Young men of color see a deep connection between systemic
inequities and mental health, and often internalize the blame
Trauma is often normalized for young men of color
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WORKSHOP
​Trauma-Informed Practice, Part 3

Substance use, trauma and mental health disorders are intrinsically
linked, generating a growing demand for trauma-informed care. Join
the National Overdose Prevention Network for the final session in this
3-part series on trauma-informed practice, which will focus on how to
utilize de-escalation tactics.

Tuesday, April 5, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

COMMUNITY ADVOCACY AND VIOLENCE PREVENT SUMMIT
​3rd Annual

A gathering of the Loyola, Proviso, and Chicagoland community to
discuss advocacy and strategies to prevent violence in our
communities. This year's event will provide first-hand perspectives of
the effects of gun violence and how we can be advocates for change.

Wednesday, April 6, 2022
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Loyola's Maywood Campus
2160 South 1st Avenue
CTRE Auditorium
Maywood, IL 60153

LEARN MORE

https://www.healingthroughjustice.org/_files/ugd/7de017_24ae0dbf2403443bbd898cb19e085a60.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://nopn.org/?utm_source=PHI+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4979a2f628-167+WF+CaLAPH%2FC4H%2FD4H+Engaging+for+Change_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_14767b3be6-4979a2f628-48954073&mc_cid=4979a2f628&mc_eid=2810067d1d
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_U4rdZjrPSniX2CXIH4TTKA
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-advocacy-and-violence-prevention-summit-tickets-224881856687?fbclid=IwAR0yZLGVNpE1BUgraEwujlRMWXtevTIzjCJjV4HaU2H8sPEe7-fUIbqQ9hM


SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 5
Behavioral Signs and Symptoms and How to Mitigate

This webinar will focus on the behavioral signs and symptoms of stress
and share specialized resiliency tools and coping strategies to help
professionals combat traumatic stress and develop personalized tools
to help alleviate the effects of trauma.

Wednesday, April 13, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

SHIFT WEBINAR SERIES PART 6
Worldview Signs and Symptoms and How to Mitigate​

This webinar will focus on the worldview signs and symptoms of stress
and share specialized resiliency tools and coping strategies to help
professionals combat traumatic stress and develop personalized tools
to help alleviate the effects of trauma.

Wednesday, April 20, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

ANNOUNCING THE SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY (SJLA)
Foundations of Social Justice and Organizational Change

Join us for the first SJLA Learning Series event as we discuss
empowering health professionals to better understand their role in
facilitating change and supporting the advancement of health equity
within a broader context of community diversity, inclusion and social
justice.

Monday, April 25, 2022
12:30 pm - 1:45 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/events/shift-webinar-series-part-5-secondary-trauma-traumatic-stress-behavioral-signs-and-symptoms
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/events/shift-webinar-series-part-6-secondary-trauma-traumatic-stress-worldview-signs-and-symptoms
https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5G6NvbzkSt2RQzWlbLBG3w?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGDVuoxxV9z2eYbXE3f2v0ce6XEkhVMBQeUq3pmiKETJ1EzrfH6jTOTM6F06TgotficsmyJidYQLltybrTi_exFmdX4_ik9zfqgj8R20f5kgg


VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
Update on Youth COVID-19 Vaccines in Chicago

In the latest Voices of Child Health
in Chicago report, researchers
review youth vaccination rates and
parents' intentions to vaccinate
their children for kids of different
ages and in different city regions. Additionally explored is youth
vaccination rates and parents' intentions to vaccinate their children over
time. Report highlights include: 41% of children under 5 years old were
very likely to get vaccinated when they are eligible, 22% were somewhat
likely and 34% were not likely per their parent's report and more.

FULL REPORT

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's monthly update,
email Operations Coordinator
Kirstin Grabski.
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https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/update-on-youth-covid-19-vaccines-in-chicago/
https://secure3.convio.net/cmf/site/SPageServer/?pagename=strengthening_chicagos_youth_2021
mailto:kgrabski@luriechildrens.org
https://www.facebook.com/StrengtheningChicagosYouth
https://twitter.com/SCY_Chicago
https://linkedin.com/company/strengthening-chicagos-youth
https://www.instagram.com/scy_chicago/


May 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

SCY is thrilled to share that HB4729 was recently passed and is awaiting
Governor Pritzker’s signature. This bill will fund a statewide public
awareness campaign to promote safe firearm storage and develop a
gun lock distribution pilot program through pediatrician offices and
other community-based organizations. We thank all of you who took
action to support HB4729 during the legislative session. But we still
need your help. Contact the Governor and ask him to sign this bill into
law immediately as one of the many steps we need to take to address
violence and support parents with tools and information about safety. 

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: UJIMA: YOUTH-LED RESEARCH REPORT
Changing the Beat of Mental Health

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago, Communities
United and the Youth Leaders of the Ujima Project recently hosted a
successful event featuring a panel of experts on new research led by
young men of color shows that, for their peers, the normalization of
trauma and systemic inequity is leading to worsening mental health.
This hybrid event held on February 21 had over 170 attendees and
highlighted that given their own lived experience, young men of color
are best equipped to research their experiences with mental health
within their communities and make recommendations for effective
change. A key finding of the report is that the majority of participants
feel that they have no safe outlets within the systems intended to
support them, sharing that they are more often a source of trauma than
of healing. Other findings include:

66% of young men of color report that they are facing challenges
with their mental health
Young men of color see a deep connection between systemic
inequities and mental health, and often internalize the blame
Trauma is often normalized for young men of color

https://docisolation.prod.fire.glass/?guid=3bcf344b-dece-4168-abec-1013f1f88ddf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/contactus/Pages/VoiceAnOpinion.aspx
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
https://www.communitiesunited.org/


FULL REPORT

SCY'S
WEBSITE

JOB
​POSTINGS

FUNDING
OPPS

SCY'S
BLOG

EVENT
CALENDAR

FIREARM RESTRAINING ORDERS
​Another Option for Domestic Violence Survivors

Join this event hosted by Between Friends to explore domestic violence
and gun violence in Illinois, what is the Firearm Restraining Order (FRO)
and how is the FRO different from an Order of Protection.

Friday, May 6, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:10 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

STRUCTURAL & SYSTETRAMIC BIASES
​Social Justice Leadership Academy Learning Series

This National Council for Mental Wellbeing webinar will center around
the topic of bias, discrimination, and stigma at the personal,
organizational, and community levels. The session will discuss how
conscious and unconscious biases shape our daily thoughts and
actions, and how bias paired with power creates social injustices.

Monday, May 16, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

TRAUMA-INFORMED AWARENESS DAY
​Building a Healing Centered Illinois

The Illinois ACEs Response Collaborative is hosting a virtual event in
honor of Illinois' fourth annual Trauma-Informed Awareness Day. This
event will serve as a call for meaningful action to translate awareness
about trauma into resilience-building and healing-centered
transformative policies and practices across the sate.

Wednesday, May 25, 2022
10:00 am - 11:30 am
Online (via Zoom)

https://www.healingthroughjustice.org/_files/ugd/7de017_24ae0dbf2403443bbd898cb19e085a60.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://www.betweenfriendschicago.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2ccx3bvn
https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/event/structural-systemic-biases-sjla-learning-series-may-2022/?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGEEK4iD8jInEPGbBteIKZIR2urx8YDAkvWZExmJT73JLJl8FuJZ3Rikmqf261zzf7YRpZG-J9fZc62jyrDQJwixr6A1_UflXG3cpJyYuB3YQ


LEARN MORE

VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
Parental Concerns about Climate Change

In the latest Voices of Child Health
in Chicago report, Chicago parents'
provide insight on concerns about
climate change. According to the
Harvard TH Chan School of Public
Health, rising temperatures and decreased air quality affect kids by
increasing the risk of asthma and allergies, worsening pregnancy
outcomes and creating food insecurity. Report highlights include: Two-
thirds of parents worry about climate change in general: 30% said they
worry a great deal and 37% said a fair amount. Nearly three in four
parents expressed concern about climate change affecting their family:
32% were very concerned and 40% were somewhat concerned.

FULL REPORT

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's monthly update,
email Operations Coordinator
Kirstin Grabski.

 ​  ​  ​  ​

https://hmprg.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/hmprg/eventRegistration.jsp?event=952&&fireglass_rsn=true#fireglass_params&tabid=ab267157457b9004&start_with_session_counter=2&application_server_address=isolation1-us-east-1.wss.prod.fire.glass
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/parental-concerns-about-climate-change/
https://secure3.convio.net/cmf/site/SPageServer/?pagename=strengthening_chicagos_youth_2021
mailto:kgrabski@luriechildrens.org
https://www.facebook.com/StrengtheningChicagosYouth
https://twitter.com/SCY_Chicago
https://linkedin.com/company/strengthening-chicagos-youth
https://www.instagram.com/scy_chicago/


June 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

After an incredibly sad and violent two weeks in Chicago, and across
the country, the violence over Memorial Day Weekend unfortunately
continued. Showing support, accessing resources, and having tough
conversations about the root causes of gun violence are important
aspects of violence prevention. But we must mobilize our communities
around a public health approach to violence prevention and do so by
committing to seeking change on a regular basis. Everyone can get
involved and take action to promote awareness of gun violence
prevention efforts, including participating in Wear Orange Day (June 3-
5), joining Team SCY in the Race Against Gun Violence (June 11) or
reaching out to elected officials to ask them to support evidence-based
solutions. No matter how big or small, each of these steps can help
create safe communities for our children. 

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: CHICAGO'S 9TH ANNUAL RACE AGAINST GUN
VIOLENCE
Join Team SCY!

Strides for Peace is dedicated to increasing the collective impact of
nonprofits working to create a Chicago where all can thrive, free from
the fear of gun violence. To that end, it is important to empower
community organizations, promote collaboration and amplify solution-
driven dialogue. SCY is proud to be participating as a Community
Affiliate in the #RAGV2022. Individuals can join the cause by
participating in-person in an 8K, 5K, 2 Mile Walk, Tots for Peace Sprint,
virtually or by donating.

Saturday, June 11, 2022
5:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Grant Park, Chicago, IL

https://wearorange.org/?
https://stridesforpeace.enmotive.com/events_teams/fundraising/1e364140-f65f-4e4e-b29b-314cf82f8caf
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/SCY-STATEMENT-AND-ACTION-ALERT.html?soid=1134344810496&aid=ncY0_I8BXoI
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
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REGISTER HERE

PARTNER PLAN ACT CONFERENCE
​Equity from the Start

Join Illinois Action for Children’s Community Systems Statewide
Supports team for this two-day virtual event of learning, convening,
and courageous conversations. The theme of this year’s conference is
Equity from the Start: Taking Action, Shifting Power. This year, we hope
to show how we can shift power in our sector to the on-the-grounds
providers, community members, and parents, especially those who
have been historically left out of these conversations. 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022
10:00 am - 4:00 pm AND
Wednesday, June 8, 2022
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

LEARNING COMMUNITY
​Trauma-Informed Outreach and Engagement

This Learning Community will cover the fundamentals of trauma-
informed care and best practices for outreach to and engagement with

https://stridesforpeace.enmotive.com/events_teams/fundraising/1e364140-f65f-4e4e-b29b-314cf82f8caf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej7nzki4f0e74011&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.actforchildren.org/home
https://events.bizzabo.com/2022EquityfromtheStart


individuals experiencing homelessness. This session will provide
foundational information on trauma and the fundamentals of providing
Trauma-Informed Care (TIC) from the lens of working to engage and
provide services for people with behavioral health needs who are also
experiencing homelessness.

Tuesday, June 7, 2022
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

HILL DAY AT HOME
​The Virtual Policy Institute Returns for 2022

Join National Council for Mental Wellbeing and other to advocate in real
time for mental health and substance use treatment matters, hear from
policy leaders on the latest development from Capital Hill, gain new
insight into the national administration's mental health care agenda
and more.

Wednesday, June 8, 2022
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

THE IMPORTANCE OF OPTIMISM AND PURPOSE
​Building a Healing Centered Illinois

Law enforcement, prosecutors, and other professionals involved in
investigating and prosecuting technology-facilitated child sexual
exploitation face the occupational challenge of secondary trauma and
stress due to their frequent contact with victims. This webinar will focus
on optimism and purpose and how they affect the health and wellness
of ICAC teams and their affiliates to enhance the effectiveness of those
professionals in their work.

Wednesday, June 8, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online (via Webex)

LEARN MORE

https://prainc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IonloTBAS2-I2Hehev_S0g?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGEuX_DSHruVKs78qrGtU9jbnKuE-nkMirpv7TD3JkNlNI5geM5B8aVYd3MJZPPAKYI8DbxN6ZZtwvA_1ZH25CiyPDofDZtih9sR97QzSrAWw
https://www.eventscribe.net/2022/HillDayatHome/agenda.asp?pfp=BrowsebyDay#
https://ojp.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=ojp&service=6&rnd=0.6349948398190457&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fojp.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000546f8300552d8ec2e9d36198793ab76fa43b1bebaa789e1b572d7391469415de3%26siteurl%3Dojp%26confViewID%3D222138361096222957%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAUrhz5lEJ_DyhZOIF-kHgG_b1m3J-S0Bc_-1rcwaMoSjw2%26


UNDERSTANDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH WORKFORCE'S COVID-19
MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES
Webinar

There is a critical need to support the health and mental wellbeing of
the public health workforce during a pandemic and national vaccination
campaign to prevent high turnover, chronic absenteeism and low
productivity and morale. Addressing the identified and significant
mental health challenges public health workers experience remains
crucial to grow the public health infrastructure.

Monday, June 13, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

FREE TRAUMA-INFORMED MENTAL HEALTH SKILL-BUILDING
Trainings

The Chicago Community Safety Coordination Center (CSCC) is hosting
Trauma-Informed Mental Health Skill Building Trainings with 10 in-
person cohorts (consisting of four 2-hour sessions of 45 participants
each) across 15 communities in partnership with The Center for Healing
and Justice through Sport (CHJS). The trainings are free and available to
stakeholders in each community area and are geared toward
professionals who are providing direct support in the community.

LEARN MORE

WBEZ CHICAGO
Speaking on Reset with Sasha-Ann Simons

After the shooting in Texas last week, many are
wondering how we can create safe, nonviolent
communities. Check out the recording where our
own Communications and Community Outreach
Manager Dion McGill speaks, along with other
advocates for gun violence prevention and
restorative justice.

LEARN MORE

CONFRONTING RACISM: WHAT YOUTH HAVE TO SAY ABOUT RACIAL

https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_saEqwZx5Q8i2kmeXAzaZsA?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGEmrkSGBDbwEI4VAE9JJWfiWwZM9dEcMOSw5DbBZctI8lQ53uz5EwYwqz4YeDQxp37veIFZ4_FUhCVk5OZ4Qay5tsIrNZ8vMAZJPcXJhfTSw
https://chjs.org/news/cscctrainings/
https://www.wbez.org/stories/chicago-anti-violence-activists-weigh-in-on-how-to-build-safer-communities/1731892f-0cc6-421a-9cde-2794b56947f5


TRAUMA
Recording

How do we address the impact of
racism and racial trauma on children
and youth? This recording features a
short presentation on historical and
community trauma led by the Illinois
ACEs Response Collaborative followed by a panel of local Chicago youth
who will share how they are confronting racism and promoting healing
for themselves, their families, and their communities.

LEARN MORE

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.
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July 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Greetings!

During our regular staff meeting today, the SCY team shared our
feelings of sadness, fury, and frustration over the long list of
horrific events and violence that took place over the last few days.
The unconscionable shooting of an unarmed Black man, Jayland
Walker, in Ohio, the mass shooting at the Highland Park Fourth of
July parade, and the nearly 50 people who were shot in Chicago,
nine fatally, so far in July just to name a few. This kind of violence
during traffic stops, parades, and in communities can be
prevented. For 10 years, SCY has been working towards a healthier
and safer future for youth in Chicago, but there has never been
such a time where we so frequently must acknowledge so many
tragedies. We know Black and Brown communities
disproportionately experience violence nearly every day. We must
remain steadfast and channel our anger and sadness toward
advocating for change and holding policymakers accountable for
the decisions made that impact all of these victims and survivors,
especially in the communities most impacted by violence. 

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO
Chicago Parents Are Still Dealing with Stress From the Ongoing
Pandemic

During the past two years, Chicago parents
and families have faced new challenges and
heightened levels of unpredictability due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. In this month's
Voices of Child Health in Chicago Report, we provide insight on
parental stress during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Over half of
Chicago parents (51%) reported that their stress had increased since the
start of the pandemic, while 37% said their stress level remained the
same and 12% said their stress decreased. However, there were key

http://your.website.address.here?id=preview
https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/


differences between mothers and fathers. Mothers were more likely to
say that their stress had increased (56%) compared with father.
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WEBINAR
​Addressing Health Care Workers' Mental Health Needs During COVID-
19

Health care workers have carried a uniquely heavy burden during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This webinar will feature successful approaches
to support mental health needs of the health care workforce.

Thursday, July 7, 2022
6:30 am - 7:30 am
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

ROCKY TIMES
​Why Agile Leadership is Crucial for Impact

This event will feature panelists from multi-sector partnerships that are
working to advance equity in their communities. Each leader's story
exemplifies the adaptive skills necessary to pivot strategy as necessary
to truly meet the needs of communities and achieve higher impacts.

Thursday, July 14, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF INTEGRATED CARE PARTNERSHIPS
​Webinar

Looking for real guidance and answers around successfully navigating
the complexities of integrated care partnerships? Join this event for the
final installment of "Integration at Work" webinar series. Featuring a
panel of expert leaders who will cover topics from leveraging your data
to get conversations started to unpacking what it means to build trust
across interdisciplinary silos.

https://www.luriechildrens.org/globalassets/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago/voices-of-child-health-in-chicago_vol4no4-june-2022_parent-stress_final.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_x3FWCl3FTlKOGmCip46i3A?timezone_id=America%2FChicago
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZoPYAqgGSeuaHPF_rdMjhA


Tuesday, July 12, 2022
1:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

SUMMER MEDIA INSTITUTE
3-Day Virtual Training

Effective communication in public health has never been more
important. In today's crowded media climate, it can be challenging to
break through to the audience you are trying to reach. Come learn the
skills you need to share research, promote programs, and create safer,
healthier communities through the media and social media.

Tuesday, July 12, 2022
through
Thursday, July 14, 2022
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Online

LEARN MORE

SUPPORTING RESILIENCY IN HOUSING AND HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
Webinar

Health and housing professionals work tirelessly to support individuals
and communities facing some of the most significant public health
issues. Join the Homeless & Housing Resource Center to learn about
promoting self-care and resiliency among staff. Hear from subject
matter experts on organizational well-being as they share tools and
resources to support supervisors in engaging in their own self-care and
encouraging it among supervisees.

Wednesday, July 15, 2022
1:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

IMPLEMENTING DATA-INFORMED SOCIAL JUSTICE CHANGE WITHIN
ORGANIZATIONS
Presentation

https://pcdc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TcuTyfvmRmWUpHN5fb7Tfg?timezone_id=America%2FChicago
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/research/areas-of-research/center-for-injury-research-and-policy/education-and-training/media-101-workshop
https://www.samhsa.gov/homeless-housing-resource-center
https://prainc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZLoYvdeAQRK_ku2CASFPRA?timezone_id=America%2FChicago


Join National Council for Mental Wellbeing for a presentation to discuss
the Self-Assessment for Modification of Anti-Racism Tool (SMART), the
first tool designed specifically to help community behavioral health and
other human service organizations to assess the extent to which their
organizational and clinical processes are affected by racism.

Monday, July 18, 2022
9:30 am
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

CCHP & SCY ALL STAKEHOLDER FORUM
The Meaningful Changes Needed in Illinois and National Firearm
Policies

Join the Collaborative for Children's Health Policy (CCHP) in partnership
with Strengthening Chicago's Youth (SCY) to explore policy solutions to
prevent youth gun violence in Illinois. This event will bring together
experts and policymakers to discuss current barriers and potential
opportunities to pass legislation in Illinois and nationally to address
gun violence.

Monday, July 25, 2022
10:00 am - 11:00 am
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital
225 E. Chicago Ave.
Conference Room 11-142
Chicago, IL 60611

LEARN MORE

TOWARD A FAIR AND JUST RESPONSE TO GUN VIOLENCE REPORT
New Recommendations to Advance Policy, Practice & Research

The Joyce Foundation recently released a new report that outlines
several recommendations to advance policy, practice, and research
considerations in furtherance of building safe and just communities.
The report's three primary recommendations focus on expanding
community-based interventions, emphasizing supply side solutions to
gun violence, and refocusing law enforcement's response to illegal gun
possession.

LEARN MORE

DONATE NEWSLETTER CONTENT

https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/
http:
https://www.collaborative4childrenshealth.org/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ej9ewiphe582dc10&llr=8dtxu95ab
https://www.joycefdn.org/
https://www.joycefdn.org/research-reports/toward-a-fair-and-just-response-to-gun-violence-part-ii?mc_cid=3d0ca45bfc&mc_eid=7e2548b480
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page.

 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's monthly update,
email Operations Coordinator
Kirstin Grabski.

 ​  ​  ​  ​

https://secure3.convio.net/cmf/site/SPageServer/?pagename=strengthening_chicagos_youth_2021
mailto:kgrabski@luriechildrens.org
https://www.facebook.com/StrengtheningChicagosYouth
https://twitter.com/SCY_Chicago
https://linkedin.com/company/strengthening-chicagos-youth
https://www.instagram.com/scy_chicago/


August 2022

Letter from the Communications and Community Outreach Manager
 
Greetings!

This past weekend, Lollapalooza 2022 descended upon the city,
bringing thousands of people to the beauty of Grant Park for four days
of music and festivities. Additionally, Lolla has extended for 10 more
years here in Chicago, with increased capacity limits from 100 –
115,000 attendees a day. We also have a bunch of festivals still on the
docket for the summer including North Coast Music Festival, Ruido
Fest, Arc Music Festival and Riot Fest making this is a perfect time to
talk adolescents, substance use and music fests. SCY is partnering with
The Potocsnak Family Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine
for an Instagram Live panel discussion on Substance Use at Music
Festivals. This will be an opportunity to discuss ways that parents and
youth can be safe while still having these fun summer experiences. The
Instagram Live will be on August 11th from 11:30am-12pm. We hope to
see you all there, and hear your thoughts, input and feedback on this
important discussion. 

Sincerely,
Dion McGill
Communications and Community Outreach Manager
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: BETWEEN FRIENDS SUMMER 2022
40 Hour Domestic Violence Training

The Domestic Violence 40-hour training provides participants with the
movement's philosophical and political framework and a solid
foundation for supporting folks who experience violence. This training
will explore the dynamics of domestic violence, empowerment
counseling, criminal and civil legal issues, safety planning, risk
assessment and more.

August 12 (In-Person)
9:00 am - 5:15 pm

August 15 (Virtual)
6:00 pm - 9:30 pm

August 23 (Virtual)
6:00 pm - 9:30 pm

August 24 (Virtual)
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

https://www.instagram.com/scy_chicago/
http://your.website.address.here?id=preview


August 16 (Virtual)
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

August 17 (Virtual)
6:00 pm - 9:30 am

August 19 (In-Person)
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

August 25 (Virtual)
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

August 26 (In-Person)
9:00 am - 5:15 pm
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PREVENTING GUN VIOLENCE IN ILLINOIS
​Meet-and-Greet

Join Brady Illinois volunteers, community leaders and elected officials,
including Chicago Mayor Lightfoot, for an inspiring and informative
event to work together to end gun violence in Illinois and beyond.

Tuesday, August 9, 2022
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Chicago-Kent College of Law
565 W. Adams St.
Chicago, IL 60661

LEARN MORE

DEPLOYING PUBLIC HEALTH LAW TO ADVANCE EQUITY
​Webinar

Public health practitioners are at a critical point in recognizing the
extent of health inequities in our society. In this event, the CDC's Public
Health Law Programs (PHLP) and the National Leadership Academy for
the Public's Health (NLAPH) considers this relationship among health
equity, public health, and law. It invites attendees to explore how
examining laws and policies can inform many aspects of public health
practice, including, most crucially, those efforts to address structural
and systemic inequities.

Wednesday, August 10, 2022
12:30 am - 2:00 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

https://events.zoom.us/er2/AoC9TsUdbFbvDl-BXX5m1Y7Ktau6z7OiBBulW6qJ344HxbfvOQfX~dgtdvRfvHSeE5ebeuTOyjTh9AMObXR8hIDz-.69bSZlEUkY8Jw8zx?_x_zm_rhtaid=511&_x_zm_rtaid=tR3CDVyYTUKLKOgp3n6Tfg.1657740265227.b3954f5405c8d8bfda11902f20391af8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dmsprdabb.0.0.wry9z6jab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scy-chicago.org%2F
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/about/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/resources/funding-opportunities/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/news/
https://scy-chicago.org/event/
https://www.bradyunited.org/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/480108/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mSw4zK9LTlS-eGKDBtYntg


HISTORICAL & INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA AND RESILIENCY
​Webinar

Understanding historical and intergenerational trauma is essential to
providing culturally competent and person-centered care. Join the
Social Justice Leadership Academy's Learning Series event to explore
specific forms of trauma, the impacts they have on individuals and
communities and how you can shift your work toward a trauma-
informed, resilience-oriented model.

Monday, August 29, 2022
11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

SERVICE PROVIDER QUESTIONNAIRE
​Needs Assessment

The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather information about civil
legal needs of Cook County residents and to better understand how
service providers respond to these needs. Legal Aid Chicago intends on
using this information to improve their outreach and operations. Upon
the completion of this project, a report using this data will be made
available to service providers and organizations so they can also use it
to inform their practices.

DEADLINE
Friday, August 5, 2022

LEARN MORE

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps
to grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation
page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article
included in SCY's monthly update,
email Operations Coordinator
Kirstin Grabski.

 ​  ​  ​  ​
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September 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Dear Strengthening,,

Often the symbol of the end of summer, Labor Day is celebrated with
parties, parades and the people we love. It recognizes the contributions
and accomplishments of American workers who fought to create safer
working conditions, many of which disproportionately impact
immigrants and Black and Brown communities. Though efforts for
equity carry on - including housing, mental health resources,
employment opportunities and more – SCY hopes that you take a
moment to recognize the progress that has been made, stay safe and
enjoy the last few days of the best season in Chicago.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: MIDWEST INJURY PREVENTION ALLIANCE
2022 Virtual MIPA Summit

Join this year's Midwest Injury Prevention Alliance Summit, as injury
professionals from states in Federal Health and Human Services Region
V (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin) gather to
work toward reducing unintentional and intentional injury- and
violence-related death and disability.

VIRTUAL
Wednesday, September 21, 2022
8:30 AM - 3:30 PM
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SAVING OUR CHILDREN
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Current Considerations for Preventing Suicide in Children and
Adolescents

In 2020, suicide was the second leading cause of death among individuals
between 10 and 14 years old, and the third leading cause of death for
individuals 15-24 years old. After providing a foundation for the problem
this webinar will discuss what cultural and COVID considerations need to be
made in order to provide the best case for children and adolescents; explore
the role of parents, guardians, and other caregivers in suicide prevention,
and talk through next steps and tools to effectively screen for suicide in this
population.

VIRTUAL
Tuesday, September 6, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Via Zoom

LEARN MORE

EXPLORING THE POWER OF YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN CREATING
CONDITIONS FOR HEALTH AND EQUITY
​Hybrid Event Workshop

Join the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
Roundtable on Population Health Improvement as it explores how young
people are engaging in and leading efforts to improve the social, economic,
and environmental factors that influence the health and equity of
communities and the nation.

Monday, September 19, 2022

IN-PERSON
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM (PDT)
2000 Franklin Street
Oakland, CA 94612

VIRTUAL
11:00 am - 6:30 pm (CST)

LEARN MORE

WE WILL CHICAGO DRAFT PLAN INCLUDES TRAUMA-INFORMED POLICY
INITIATIVES
​Request to Submit Input

We Will Chicago is the city's first citywide plan since 1966 and will serve as a
guiding framework to help align public policy, legislative, and financial
decisions with the needs and priorities of Chicago residents over the next

https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/5916599896569/WN_gXx_wmT1RBSXDuX1HlnF6g?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGGLbMsF4G0DGlV5Fiv3WPkeQQ7XBQjUDrkWgyqaEmhFGvNN4JipfgmyBt_faDwk6t2-kkx9hcJ3Kc3panfGW5oKv8ne2JZuOnP3jh1lgFRDg
https://www.nationalacademies.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-power-of-youth-leadership-in-creating-conditions-for-health-equity-tickets-394372818717?utm_source=HMD+Email+List&utm_campaign=560b95a9b8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_04_26_12_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_211686812e-560b95a9b8-180547425&mc_cid=560b95a9b8&mc_eid=96cf41f507
https://wewillchicago.com/draft


ten years. Included throughout the plan are several strategies to address
issues related to trauma and foster the resilience and well-being of all
Chicagoans.

SUBMIT INPUT
HERE

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps to grow
the capacity of our team, resources and
effort. To make a contribution, visit our
donation page.
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To have an event or article included in
SCY's monthly update, email
Operations Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.
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October 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Dear Strengthening,

In recent weeks, conversations about the soon to be implemented
legislation, the Illinois Safety, Accountability, Fairness, and Equity -
Today (SAFE-T) Act, have included misinformation about the intent of
the law. It is especially important in the violence prevention field to
separate fact from fiction and ensure Black and Brown communities are
not harmed by inaccurate message about the law. The Illinois Criminal
Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) has a summary and highlights of
the Act, as they will be playing a key role in its implementation. We
encourage all stakeholders to seek out reliable sources of information
and share accordingly to support the growth of Chicago and Illinois
residents and communities.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

FEATURED ARTICLE: 2022 CHILD MALTREATMENT SYMPOSIUM
Child Abuse Pediatrics

The Protective Services Team at Lurie Children's invites all professionals
whose work involves interaction with child abuse and neglect to the
2022 annual symposium. This is a continuing education event designed
to educate physicians and professionals from all disciplines who care
for children. Presented by internationally and nationally known experts
in the area of child maltreatment and sponsored by Northwestern
University Feinberg School of Medicine, this symposium aims to help
medical and other professionals expand their knowledge about child
maltreatment.

HYBRID
Thursday, October 27, 2022
9:00 am - 3:30 pm
AND
Friday, October 28, 2022
8:00 am - 11:30 am

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's

 



Hospital of Chicago
225 E. Chicago Ave
Chicago, IL 60611
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LIFESTYLE MEDICINE FOR MENTAL HEALTH
Towards Health Equity

This presentation will discuss the intersection
between mental health and lifestyle medicine
and how to leverage a lifestyle medicine
approach to support mental health and
psychological wellbeing. The presentation will
also discuss how the emerging field of lifestyle
can support a shift towards mental health
equity.

VIRTUAL
Thursday, October 20, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Via Zoom

LEARN MORE

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES WORKFORCE SYMPOSIUM
​In-Person OR Virtual

Illinois Collaboration on Youth (ICOY) and Illinois Partners for Human Service
are partnering to host a hybrid event in support of the health and human
services workforce. Join live and online, as they bring sector leaders from
across the state together to discuss workforce challenges and triumphs,
share best practices, and collaborate on policy and administrative
recommendations.

Tuesday, October 25, 2022
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

​IN-PERSON
B Link from State Farm - Illinois
Operation Center
2702 Ireland Grove Road
Bloomington, IL 61709  

LEARN MORE



VIRTUAL

LEARN MORE

CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS WEBINAR
​Enforcing the Constitutional and Statutory Rights of Crime Victims in
Illinois

This webinar will provide an overview of the rights
of crime victims, assist prosecutors, advocates,
and others working with crime victims in
understanding their role, as well as provide
information on how the judicial system can
enforce these rights. The training is designed for
individuals who come in contact with victims of
violent crime throughout the judicial system,
including crime victim advocates, service
providers, and prosecutors.

VIRTUAL
Thursday, October 27, 2022
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Via Zoom

LEARN MORE

VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
​Chicago Children Are Not Getting Enough Physical Activity

The latest survey from Voices of Child Health
in Chicago at Lurie Children’s     revealed that
most Chicago children are not getting
enough exercise. In fact, the survey found
that only one-third of children ages 1 to 5 years old were physically active
most days of the week, contrary to recommendations from the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the World Health Organization (WHO).
Other report highlights include: both younger children and elementary-aged
children were getting significantly less exercise than recommended; and
parents considered their children to be generally active, indicating that
parents may not be aware that their children are not getting enough
physical activity.

FULL REPORT

DONATE NEWSLETTER CONTENT



Supporting the work of SCY helps to
grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation page.

 
To have an event or article included in
SCY's monthly update, email
Operations Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.
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November 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Dear Strengthening,

Once again, we are on the heels of an important Election Day next
Tuesday, November 8. The importance of elections has become more
widely recognized in recent years; this one is no exception. SCY urges
everyone to make their voice heard as children, families, and
communities depend on voters to elect policymakers, officials, and
judges who will keep them safe and invest in their future. Be sure to do
your research using resources such as Injustice Watch and League of
Women Voters Chicago to review candidates and ensure the best kind
of future for Chicago and Illinois.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago
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FIREARM RESTRAINING ORDERS WEBINARS
Illinois Attorney General's Office

Join the Illinois Attorney General's Office for a webinar that will cover
who may seek a FRO, what the FRO prohibits, and the procedure to
obtain both an emergency and a six-month FRO. The training is
designed for individuals who encounter victims of violent crime
throughout the judicial system, including court staff, crime victim
advocates, service providers, and prosecutors.

Wednesday, November 2, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

November 17, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

December 9, 2022
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

https://www.injusticewatch.org/
https://www.lwvchicago.org/
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Online (via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

PARENTING SUPPORTS PODCAST
​Empowering Parents

The Parenting Supports Podcast, sponsored by
Strengthening Chicago's Youth is about all
things parenting. Our goal is to empower our
audience by providing information on topics
relevant to parents' lives. You'll hear topics of
self-care, trauma, and managing stress and
anxiety while adjusting to a pandemic. Youth
should listen if you are a parent, grandparent,
caretaker, or community provider seeking to
explore topics to improve parents' confidence.
You will leave each episode with helpful information. 

You can listen to the Parenting Supports Podcast on the SCY website,
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, or your favorite podcast app.
Be sure to subscribe and leave us a rate and review. If you have
additional questions or feedback, please feel free to send us an email at
scy@luriechildrens.org.

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps to
grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation page.
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To have an event or article included in
SCY's monthly update, email
Operations Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.
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December 2022

Letter from the Executive Director
 
Dear Strengthening,

This month, the General Assembly will hold public hearings to consider
an important gun violence prevention bill that would ban assault
weapons and large-capacity magazines and raise the age requirement
for owning a firearm. It is a busy time of year for many Illinois and
Chicago families, but making our voices heard will be crucial to getting
this legislation through. SCY urges everyone to reach out to lawmakers
in Springfield and ask them to pass these meaningful changes that will
prevent gun violence in the future. To stay engaged in future advocacy
efforts, sign up for the SCY action alert emails.

Sincerely,
Leslie Helmcamp
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth
Patrick M. Magoon Institute for Healthy Communities
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago
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FEATURED ARTICLE: SCY PARTNER MEETING
Violence Prevention Policy | SCY's Policy Agenda Progress and Update
for 2023-24

Please join SCY and partners across Chicago as we reflect on our
progress during the 2021-22 legislative biennium and set goals for
violence prevention in 2023-24. A panel of policymakers and advocates
will open the meeting to discuss legislative priorities and opportunities
related to violence prevention. Following the panel, we will engage in
group work to review, revise and redefine SCY's Policy Agenda for the
next two years. Prepare to dive in and help shape SCY's work for 2023-
24 and explore efforts that can reduce violence and promote the health
and well-being of all Chicagoans.

IN-PERSON ONLY EVENT
Monday, December 12, 2022
2 PM - 4:30 PM, (check-in begins at 1:45 PM)
Lurie Children's Hospital
11TH FL Conference Center

https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/AddressFinder.aspx
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225 E. Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60611

 

LEARN MORE REGISTER HERE

EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDERS
Equity Considersations for Design and Implementation

Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO)
policies allow a court to temporarily remove
firearms from an individual who may be at
risk of dangers to themselves or others.
During this webinar, researchers will
discuss the results of new research from the
University of California-Davis that examines differences in perception
and use of ERPOs in relation to race and ethnicity and will consider
earlier research on ERPO through a racial equity lens.

VIRTUAL
Tuesday, December 6, 2022
12:00 PM
Online (Via Zoom)

LEARN MORE

IPHAM POPULATION HEALTH FORUM AND 10TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
Poster Session and Keynote

This Institute for Public Health and Medicine (IPHAM) event will include
a welcome and 10-year review with IPHAM Director, Ronald
Ackermann, MD, MPH, a poster session, and a keynote speech and
awards presentation from John A. Rich, MD MPH titled "Healing and
Justice through the Lens of Racial Trauma and Health Equity."

IN-PERSON
Thursday, December 8, 2022
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Robert H. Lurie Medical Research Center
303 E. Superior St.
Chicago, IL 60611

https://files.constantcontact.com/000383c1801/b82ce515-01cf-425e-8674-eefdb57fb45c.pdf?rdr=true
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejg68etw54ca452b&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://joycefdn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o4eHx9OFSemgFhwklS_5Ew?mc_cid=a27029f560&mc_eid=7e2548b480
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/ipham/


REGISTER HERE

2022 10TH ANNUAL VIGIL FOR VICTIMS & SURVIVORS TO:
#EndGunViolenceChicago

Come together to remember the 6,600 people killed by gun violence in
Chicago since the Sandy Hook shooting tragedy. Attendees will also be
honoring the victims of Highland Park. #GunViolenceAffectsUsAll

IN-PERSON
Sunday, December 11, 2022
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Augustana Lutheran Church of Hyde Park
5500 S. Woodlawn Ave.
Chicago, IL 60637

LEARN MORE

NEW EPISODE OF PARENTING SUPPORTS PODCAST
​Discussing the Voice of Child Health in Chicago Report on Gun Violence
Expsoure and Mental Health

The Parenting Supports Podcast, sponsored by
Strengthening Chicago's Youth is about all
things parenting. Our goal is to empower our
audience by providing information on topics
relevant to parents' lives. On the podcast's
newest episode, SCY team members Cassandra
Otoo and Dion McGill discuss the latest report
released by Voices of Child Health in Chicago.
The report "Gun Violence Exposure and the
Mental Health Impact Among Chicago Youth"
highlights the effects of exposure to gun violence on the health of
youth, as reported by Chicago area parents.

You can listen to the Parenting Supports Podcast on the SCY website,
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, or your favorite podcast app.
Be sure to subscribe and leave us a rate and review. If you have
additional questions or feedback, please feel free to send us an email at
scy@luriechildrens.org.

LISTEN HERE

VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO REPORT
​Gun Violence Exposure and Mental Health Impact Among Chicago

https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/ipham/events/population-health-forum.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/000383c1801/6d4c8064-3493-43a2-9639-22d3def92264.pdf?rdr=true
https://scy-chicago.org/projects/parenting-support-initiative-parenting-support-podcast/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parenting-supports-podcast/id1567618043
https://open.spotify.com/show/3Cry7murmypOV8bD4O2GW9?si=iRpfKG0lTeqWoTkPt3H9lA&nd=1
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3ByZWFrZXIuY29tL3Nob3cvNDg5ODkwNC9lcGlzb2Rlcy9mZWVk
mailto:scy@luriechildrens.org
https://scy-chicago.org/projects/parenting-support-initiative-parenting-support-podcast/


Youth

Exposure to gun violence has many
negative effects on the health of youth.
The latest report from Voices of Child
Health in Chicago provides insight into
gun violence exposure and connections to mental health among
Chicago's youth is provided. Report highlights include: More than one
in four parents said their children have heard gunshots when at home -
this proportion varied significantly by city region; One in five parents
said their children's mental health has been impacted by exposure to
gun violence, and the most common symptoms were feeling more
scared and worried. And lastly, parents supported a number of
solutions to reduce gun violence exposure for youth, such as increasing
community-based violence intervention programs and job
opportunities for youth.

FULL REPORT

DONATE

Supporting the work of SCY helps to
grow the capacity of our team,
resources and effort. To make a
contribution, visit our donation page.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
 
To have an event or article included in
SCY's monthly update, email
Operations Coordinator Kirstin Grabski.
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