
 

 

 
Division of Orthopaedic Surgery  
Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery Fellowship 

Quality educaƟon inseparable from quality paƟent care.  



 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Pediatric Orthopaedic  
Surgery Fellowship at Lurie Children’s. As the Program Direc-
tor, I am excited to tell you more about us.   
 
Our goal is to provide our fellows with cuƫng edge clinical 
training, the opportunity to parƟcipate in research, and a  
robust educaƟonal curriculum. Most training will be  
completed at our beauƟful, downtown hospital facility, but we 
are also part of the Northwestern Medicine Campus. We are 
just a skybridge away from the Northwestern hospital as well 
as the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab, so you’re never more than a 

few steps from your next paƟent. We’re also lucky to have several local satellite loca-
Ɵons to adequately serve the city of Chicago. 
 
Our training program prepares fellows to become leaders in their fields in academic 
medicine. The program is built to funcƟon even without fellow labor, so our fellows 
have the freedom to choose what cases they parƟcipate in, and develop the long term 
mentorships that have led to trainees coming back in the future to collaborate on  
cases. 
 
Strengths of our program include the volume of unique cases our fellows have access 
to, as well as the network of peers our fellows will be a part of. The fellow will also 
have the best of both worlds regarding fellow trainees: you’ll have the freedom to 
choose cases that interest you without compeƟƟon, as well as the opƟon to work 
closely with other fellows in our sports medicine program and our partner insƟtuƟon 
the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab. As our program has been acƟvely growing in the past few 
years to keep up with paƟent volumes, we have the benefit of a network of junior  
faculty that are a wealth of teaching knowledge, as well as amazing resources for  
research opportuniƟes.   
 
Our beauƟfully designed hospital is built to facilitate an excepƟonal experience for  
paƟents, trainees, and employees. Our trainees have gone on to work at first rate  
insƟtuƟons, and we are truly proud of their accomplishments, and their success as  
surgeons and clinicians.  

Welcome 
From the Program Director 

- VINEETA T. SWAROOP, MD 
Program Director, Pediatric Orthopaedic Fellowship; 

Vice Chair of Medical EducaƟon, Department of Surgery 

AƩending Physician, Division of Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports Medicine  

Associate Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery and Physical Medicine and RehabilitaƟon,  

Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 

Contact Dr Swaroop:  vtswaroop@luriechildrens.org 



 

 

Fellowship Overview 
Goals and Objectives 
Our goal is to provide an excepƟonal clinical training program that 

allows fellows to master the skills they need to idenƟfy and treat 
operaƟve and non-operaƟve pediatric orthopaedic  

disorders.  Beyond clinical care, our fellows hone technical  
excellence in the surgical seƫng through one-on-one instrucƟon.  

Our program aims to promote passion for research and scholarly 

acƟvity with our robust research team.  Our fellows will work in an 
interacƟve environment that supports learning, values  

diversity, and encourages collaboraƟon. 
 

Located in vibrant downtown Chicago on the Magnificent Mile and 
just steps from Lake Michigan, paƟents travel regionally and globally to Ann & Robert H Lurie Children’s Hos-

pital.  We are the #1 Ranked Children’s Hospital in Illinois and the pediatric training partner for Northwestern 

University Feinberg School of Medicine.  Our diverse paƟent populaƟon, with over 41,000 pediatric outpaƟent 
visits annually, will expose the fellow to the enƟre gamut of orthopaedic condiƟons ranging from the most 

common to the most complex.  Our main hospital has 22 state-of-the-art operaƟng rooms where we perform 
over 1,700 surgeries annually.  Our fellow has access to all paƟents’ surgeries to ensure exposure to every as-

pect of pediatric orthpaedics. 

 
The fellowship year is divided into six blocks to ensure competency in each subspecialty area with one of the 

blocks reserved as an elecƟve to tailor to each fellow’s specific interests.  Training will include: 
∙ Pediatric Fractures/Trauma 

∙ Spine Deformity: AIS, Mehta casƟng, Neuromuscular and Complex Spine 

∙ Neuromuscular: Spina Bifida, SMA, Cerebral Palsy – SEMLS and hip reconstrucƟon, Computerized 
Gait Lab 

∙ Muscular Dystrophy and Skeletal Dysplasias 
∙ Foot deformity: Clubfoot, verƟcal talus, complex reconstrucƟons 

∙ Hip preservaƟon: PAO, Hip arthroscopy 
∙ Limb deformity: Lengthening, osteotomies, complex reconstrucƟon, growth modulaƟon 

∙ Hand/Upper extremity: Brachial plexus, congenital anomalies 

∙ Pediatric Sports Medicine: ACL, mulƟligamentous knee injury, OCD, patella instability, shoulder,  
   elbow, knee, ankle injuries 

∙ Bone and SoŌ Tissue Tumors 
 

 



 

 

Curriculum 
Clinical Experience and Research Goals 
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 
Our goal is to train accomplished academic pediatric surgeons. This robust, and flexible training schedule allows for 50% OR time, 
35% Clinic, and 10% research time. There are  six major rotations that the fellow will participate in for two months each:  

· Spine deformity 
· Neuromuscular, foot deformity  
· Hip, Complex Limb Reconstruction, and Hand/Upper Extremity 
· Sports Surgery 
· Trauma 
· Elective 

On each rotation you will be working 1:1 with experienced faculty, in state of the art ORs and facilities to provide trainees with the 
best learning experience. Our services do not rely on fellowship labor, so our true priority is teaching, and insuring a positive fellow 
experience. 
 

You will work together with the PD to schedule a baseline of cases to help you meet your board eligibility requirements, and after 
that there is freedom to put time in on your interests: IE if you’re passionate about spinal surgery, there is the room to spend extra 
time in those fields of interest. 
 

RESEARCH 
During the year, the Fellow will gain skill in scholarly work and will participate in research. The fellow is expected to complete a  
retrospective or prospective clinical outcome study or participate in a basic science research project.  Joining a LC IRB prior to arrival 
is encouraged. By the end of the year, the study or research project must be completed and will be presented at the Annual Thesis 
day Conference in May and be ready for manuscript submission. The Fellow will have one half day per week of protected time for     
clinical or basic research. 
 

CALL 
Our fellows have the opportunity to take overnight trauma call, acting on the level of a junior attending.  Fellows will always have a 
resident in-house acting as the primary contact for consults or ER patients.  The fellow is expected to act as an attending for  
decision-making but will always have an attending on-call with them as back-up.  The fellow must notify the attending for all  
admissions and surgeries.  The attending surgeon must be present for all surgeries, although the fellow is expected to act as the 
lead.  The fellow will take call approximately one night per 
week and one weekend per month. 
 

MOONLIGHTING 
The fellow is permitted to moonlight provided it does not 
exceed the duty hour limits (80-hours per week).  It is the 
fellow’s responsibility to ensure that they have a permanent 
license and (separate) liability coverage through the  
moonlighting site.  Requests to moonlight must be  
submitted to the PD for review.  The fellow will report to the 
PD the total moonlighting hours completed on a monthly basis.  If moonlighting adversely  
affects a fellow’s  performance,  permission to continue moonlighting may be withdrawn. 



 

 

Faculty Perspective 
Division Head: Erik King, MD 

Dr Erik King is a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon at 

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of    
Chicago and associate professor of orthopaedic   

surgery at Northwestern University’s Feinberg 
School of Medicine. His clinical interests include 

congenital and traumaƟc problems of the upper 

extremity, scoliosis/spine deformity treatment, 
and general pediatric orthopaedic surgery.  Dr. 

King is acƟvely involved in the educaƟon of medical students and        
surgical residents.  He serves on the orthopaedic surgery residency     

selecƟon commiƩee for Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of 
Medicine.   

Dr. King graduated from Harvard University with an A.B. in biochemical 
sciences. Dr. King went on to earn an M.D. and M.S. Health Services    

Research from Stanford University. He performed his orthopaedic      
surgery residency at Northwestern University School of Medicine, and 

then went on to complete a fellowship in pediatric orthopaedic and    

scoliosis surgery at Texas Scoƫsh Rite Hospital in Dallas, Texas. 
 

Clinical Interests: Hand deformiƟes, hand trauma, upper extremity,      
idiopathic scoliosis, general pediatric orthopaedics  

Pediatric Orthopaedic  
Surgery Faculty 

 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeons 

John Sarwark, MD  
John J. Grayhack, MD 
Joseph A. Janicki, MD 
Michelle Sagan, MD 

Craig J. Finlayson, MD 
Aimee Brasher, MD 

Eric B. Fuller, MD  
Laura Lemke, MD 

Vineeta T. Swaroop, MD 
Jill E. Larson, MD  

Neeraj M. Patel, MD 
Romie Gibly, MD  

 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Oncology 

Terrance Peabody, MD 
Samer Attar, MD 

 
Pediatric Sports Medicine 
Cynthia R. LaBella, MD 
Rebecca Carl, MD, MS 

 
Non-operative Orthopaedics 

Sigrid F. Wolf, MD  
Brian Tho Hang, MD 

 
Pediatric Rehabilitation 
Ana Marie Rojas, MD 
Benjamin Katholi, MD 



 

 

Living in Chicago 
Enjoying the city 

WHAT TO DO IN CHICAGO? 
The main Lurie Children’s Hospital campus is located in downtown 
Chicago. This area is known as “Streeterville” and is known for its    
restaurants and close proximity to both the Michigan Avenue        
shopping district and the Museum of Contemporary Art across the 
street from the hospital campus. The Art Institute of Chicago, the   
River Walk, Millennium Park, Grant Park, and the Museum Campus 
are a walk or short cab ride away. The Museum Campus includes the 
Shedd Aquarium and Oceanarium, Adler Planetarium, and Field    
Museum. Chicago hosts seven professional sports teams, Broadway 
shows  Including Hamilton, and a wide-range of world famous        
musicians from classical at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra to      
leading hip-hop and alternative rock groups. 

WHERE TO LIVE? 
Approximately half of current residents live in the Streeterville area in 
high-rise apartments on or near the Northwestern campus. This       
enables them to walk to work as well as to public beaches on Lake 
Michigan. About one-third live in the Lincoln Park and Lakeview     
neighborhoods, which are comprised of lovely tree-lined streets, great 
restaurants, parks, and shops. Lincoln Park and Lakeview are a quick 
commute to the hospital and easily accessible by public transportation. 
The remainder of current trainees live in other neighborhoods,         
including the South Loop, River North, Wicker Park, and Bucktown. 

 
The medical center is in the heart of downtown, a short distance from many eclectic neighborhoods including  

Bucktown, Andersonville, and Lincoln Park, all with their own unique restaurants, shops, and night life. 



 

 

Campus Map 
Finding your way 

 Shirley Ryan  
AbilityLab 

Shirley Ryan  
AbilityLab  
Day Rehab 

Stone 
Pavilion 



 

 

Benefits Management 
McGaw Stipends and Benefits 

McGaw Medical Center of Northwestern University     
provides a stipend to all residents and fellows. The stipend 
starting level is determined by prerequisites of the          
program. For example, if a program requires one year of 
previous training the individual’s stipend shall start at the 
PGY-2 level. 

The stipend levels for the 2025-2026  training year will be 
as follows: 

PGY 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $76,202 

PGY 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79,209 

PGY 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $81,876 

PGY 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $86,501 

PGY 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $89,997 

PGY 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $92,784 

PGY 7+. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $96,385 

McGaw Medical Center of Northwestern University     
provides competitive benefits to all residents and fellows 
including: 

· Medical insurance and ancillary coverage: medical, 
dental, vision, prescription drug, medical/dependent 
care Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA), Perspectives 
Employee Assistance Program (EAP) 

· 401(k) tax deferred savings plan 
· Disability and life insurance 
· Time off: sick days, vacation days, Family and Medical 

Leave Policy (FMLA) 
· Professional liability insurance 

McGaw-appointed and compensated residents and fel-
lows will receive an annual academic stipend of $11,000. 
Additionally, each McGaw-appointed and compensated 
resident and fellow will receive an annual fatigue mitiga-
tion transportation stipend of $150.  



We hope that the informaƟon in this brochure 
is helpful to you as you begin the interviewing 

process. Please feel free to contact us directly if 
you have any quesƟons about our program. 

Contact Us: 

For more informaƟon please visit  
www.luriechildrens.org 

VINEETA SWAROOP , MD 
    Program Director, Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery Fellowship 
        AƩending Physician, Division of Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports Medicine 
           Associate Professor Of Orthopaedic Surgery and  Physical Medicine and RehabilitaƟon  
              Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
                 vswaroop@luriechildrens.org 

BARBARA CRENSHAW 
Medical EducaƟon Program Coordinator 
       Divisions of Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports Medicine 
           bcrenshaw@luriechildrens.org | 312-227-6626 
 

 COURTNEY JONES 
     Director of Medical EducaƟon, 
                Department of Surgery 
                      ckjones@luriechildrens.org | 312-227-2531 


